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Can adians frown on sanctions
By Allan McRae
Southam News

OTTAWA – A maj ority of Cana dians don’t think economic sanc-
tion ssh oul d be use dto protest the Sovie t cr ackd own on Lit huania,
an Angus Rei d-Sou t ham News pol l sh ows.

The telephone pol l of 1,507 Cana dians fou nd 51 per cent of respon-
dents oppos esanction s. Thir ty five per cent fav o ur sanction swhile
14 per cent did not know or wou ldn’t respond .

The maj ority of the pol l, con duct e dbetween Jan. 16 and Jan. 21,
wa sco mplet e dbefo re Sov i et troops shot and kil led five Latvi ans in
an att ack on gov ernment building sin the capi tal of Rig a, but the pol l
wa sconducted after 14 Lit huanians were kil led in a sim ilar crack-
down in Vil niu son Jan.13.

Af ter the secon d att ack, Ext e rnal Affairs Min is ter Joe Clark
announ ced that Cana da ha dwithdraw n offers to the Sovie ts of
technical help and a $150-millio n li ne of cre dit for food. He als o
said Cana dawoul d prov ide medical and othe r aid to the Balti c
coun tries, whi c hare trying to sep arate from the Sovie t Un ion.

Pollst e rAngus Rei d said the finding ssugg est Canadians "are wil -
li ng to giv e (Sovie t Presid e n tMi khail) Gorbachev the ben efit of the
doubt."

He said the pol l woul d li kely hol d up if it had been con duct e d
after the crackd own in Latvi a becaus eCana dians are n’t rea dy to end
the goodwill rela t ion s hipdeve loped bet ween the Sovie t Un ion and
the west sin ce Gorbachev took powe r.
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