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Can ada 16th in pro ductiv ity
MO NTREAL (CP) – Cana da ha s fa l len to 16th place in the world

scale of produ ctivity – from fou rth place in 1970 – and the cou ntr y
ha d bett e r sn ap out of the decli ne, war ns the chairma n of a maj or
dist rib u tio n co mpany.

Je a nnine Guillev in Wood, of Guillev in Int e rnation a l, said in a speech
Mo nday that Cana dian companies do not eve n take advant age of the
productivity aid s that are readily availa ble.

A sur vey among sma l l- and medium -si zed busi nes s es in Quebec
in 1989 indicated that 65 per cent of them did not use any produ cti-
vity aid s, such as computers for desig n ing, management and inv ento ry
cont rol s, or robots.

In train ing emplo yees, Guillev in added that Cana dian companies
devo te an ave r age of three hou rs per year per emplo yee, compare d
with 100 to 200 hou rs in Eur ope, the United States and Jap an.

It takes an ave r age of sev en years in Cana da to bring to marke t a
new technol ogy, she said. Ame ricans take three years and the Jap an-
es e 1.7.

Guil lev in, who built an ele ctr ical appli anc e sh op into an int e rnation a l
electr ic par ts dis tributor with nearly $500 mil lio n in sales, said compa -

nies have to wake up "befo re we find ourselves wit h a margi nal and
obsole te economy ".

Sh e told the Canadian Clu b that the cou ntr y’s era of natur al resou rce
ex ploit ation has to giv e way to more empha sis on its manufactur ing
se cto r.

Only 24 per cent of Cana da’s wor kfo rce is in the manufactur ing
se cto r, compare d with 28 per cent in the U.S. and 34 per cent in
Germany.

"We must keep in min d that the manufactur ing secto r is the princi-
pal gen erato r of economic stre ngt h fo r a cou ntr y".

Sh e said a Nor th Amer ican trading bloc inclu ding Mex ico is inevi-
table, and is not hing for Cana dians to fear. Cheap Mex ican labou r is
not such a big threat to Cana dian workers, she said.

"What cou nts is not its abundanc e at a cheap rat e, but its efficie n cy,
productivity, dev otion to wor k and quali ty of train ing."

Guil lev in added that to improve produ ctivity, Cana da ha s to end its
poli tical debates.

"A t a tim e when mos t coun tries are gov erned by economic rea son, we
are paralyzed by con stitution a l qu estio ns whi c h drain all our ene rgie s."
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