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Canada 16th in productivity

MONTREAL (CP - Canadahasfallen to 6th pace n the wald
salke of produdivity — from fourth gdace n 1970 — and the ourtry
hadbeter sng aut d the deline, warrs the chaimanof a najor
distibuion conpany.

Jeanine Quillevin Wood, d Guillevin Intendional,sad in a peech
Monday that Canadiin @mpanies do noteentake alvantge of he
produdivity adsthat ae readly avaiabe.

A surwey anong snall and malium-sized bisinessesn Quebec
in 1989 ndicaed that & per cant of them dd not ue any produdi-
vity ads such as onputes for desgning, mangement andnventory
controls, or robots

In training employees, Quillevin added trat Canadan ©mpanies
devote an &erae of hree lours per yea per anployee compared
with 100 © 200 hours in Eurgpe, he Lhited Sates and BApan.

It takes an eeragye of &ven yeas in Canadao kring b marketa
new technology, she sail. Ameiicars take three yeas and the dpan-
eselr.

Guillevin, who Luilt an dedrical gpliancesh@ into an ntenaional

eledric part dstributor with realy $500 million in sales, sal compa-

nies hae o wake up 'bdore we fnd aursdves with a marginal and
obsdete ecanomy”

Shetold the Candian Qub that the ourtrys era d naturd reurce
expoitation has b gve way to more enphags on ts manuacturing
sedor.

Only 24 per cent d Canada workforce s in the nmandacturing
sedor, compared with 28 per cet in the US and 34 per cent in
Geamary.

"We nust lkeep in mind that he mandacturing ®dor is the ind-
pd geneaor of economic stergthfor a wurtry

Shesad a North American tadng boc induding Mexico is inevi-
table, and is rothing for Canadars o fea. Cheg Mexican abouris
nat such a hig threa to Canadan wakers, she sdi

"Wha courts is ot its dundanceat a bied rate but its dficieng,
produdivity, devdion © work and audity of training:

Guillevin added that © improve produdivity, Canadehasto end is
pditical déaes.

‘At a ime when nostcaunties ae governed ty economic reasn, we
are mralyzed ty conditutionalquesions whichdrain dl our enegies
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