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Soine-chilling to look at: another stat

T is too latethis yea, but when Halbween
ralls aoundagén, | reommendhat kids
think abaut dresing up & mehing tha
realy frightens aluits: Stdistics. Whooo —
BELL CURVES Whooo — DEITA FUNC-
TION.

The fad is tha the msunderstandig d
stdistics ontinwally guts gownups. We et
led arourd by the roseand daot serse he
"yedh, ut what atoutthesethings' questbns.

In this @lumn | am ging to leadyou
through a @mupk of exanples d stdistical
hanstinging and then psea nodest slu-
tion. Lag week, peakers at a onference
on geder biasin siene dtacked a1988
study in the Lhited Sates in which 20,000
men vere testedto try to detemine he
effed tha a smd daily dos@e of he ative
conmpanent in asprin had a1 heat atacks

The badkgrourd documentdescibed it as
a pered exanple of how women & nind-
lesly excluded fom hiological tesing — a
sitution tha creaed tre anomaly tha "doc-
tors ould re@mmend the tredament br
men and at for womeri Not exactly right.

The firgt thing to understandvasthe sam-
ple. Tke'merfinvdved wer in fad U.S
doctars They were mnsderedto be pari-
cuarly good @ndidades becaue they were
likely to take thar daly medcation and be-
causethey prid dtention to thdr heath. In
1983 when the raiings went at, thee
were gproximatdy 450,000 egstered nale
doctars b sanple.

Beaug the nddene of heat disease ises
with age, only the 261,248 nen ketween 40
and & wer ontaded. Of those 59,280
sai they would paricipaie. Adverse nedcal
probdems and a &dk of real @mmiment
reduced tlis o 22,071 men

They wee dvidedinto two groups, ae
taking the aprin and the dber a gacebo.
At the end ba yea, o all the ronfatal heat
attacksthat acaurred in the two goups during
that time, a third o those vere suffered ty
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agirin-takers. Moreover thee were five
heat atack deahs in tha group compared
with 18 in the ontd (placho) goup. I
was as hey say datisticaly sgnificant
However if one were b get daut the
same aswerin women a sanpling problem
arose Not anly do women hge half as mary
heat atackspercentge wise ad hae hem
later tran men bt there were anly rouchly
70,000 women dators in the Lhited Sates.

No more than 8,000 d them met the e
requirements Assuming te same ikd of
patems d reponseand heah dsaimina-
tion, more or kss,2,400 women datas
would have qudified. In a dven yea, on
avaage, only two o three d them might
hare ded from heat atacks Obvioudy,
this is Do few for ddisticalsignificane.

Wel, you say mayle a dfferent andamger
graup d women ould havebeen sarpled.
That nakes erse until one lodks d the ait-
comeof the sipposelly sexist stidy. Yes, h-
deedagirin did sem to reduce tte rumber
of heat atacks,but when the tail number
of deahs from cardiovasallar dsease vas
lookedat — dn, gsatistical horor of horrors
— the ontad group ad the agrin group
bah produced EXACTLY THE SAME
number — 4.

The sadderbut-wise datisticiars condu-
dedthat e/en 22,000 nale doctors werert
going b be a &rge exaugh graup © prove
condusvely tha asgrin reduced leat a-
tacks,at keastwhen deth was he citerion.

The ondstdisticalboaneragy invdves
the risk of AIDS to women On October 1,
a Toronto AIDS conferencewas told tha
women vere 'the fagest giowing AIDS risk
graug' and women ere the 'lag to accept
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they ae 4 risk!

Evidencewaspresentd siggestig 50 per
cent d the women who ra infeded wih
AIDS throuch hetepseud interourse A
breakait o AIDS anong hetepsexud women
is smehing | have teen dosely looking for
but just ouldrt remenbe sedng. Thee-
fore, 1 went to ny collection of Sdtistics pro-
ducedby the Feder&Cente for AIDS, and
teasedoutthe roat of the msinbrmation It
wastrue tha on Cct.1,199Q 127 aut of 227
women vith AIDS in Canada hadoten the
disease letepseudly. However nealy two-
thirds (83 of thesewomen vere in a pecid
risk sibgraup. They were ether Haitiars
or the wives and gdrl friends of Haitian men

They wee Pecid, beau®, br me ea-
s, AIDS s easly passedbadk and forth
beween men and womemiAfrica and he
Caibbean hut mot in temperde dimates.
The best gessis tha other untreaed \ene
real diseass, diferent £x ractices, fewer
circumdsions and nore penie and vainal
sores vadly increasehe AIDS risks from
heaeroseud sex in the togics.

What this # mears is ha in Canadasince
1981 when the first cses of exually trans-
mittedAIDS were reportedin women only
44 ron-Hattian-linked caseare peaed
Is eventhat rateincreasing Let the fgures
speak In1987 25 women — Hdian con-
nedion ad all — ontactedAIDS throuch
haerseud interourse Thee were 28 n
1988 and 23 in 1989 dthoudh final numbers
are ot in.

Finally, thaughit will undaubtedy turnout
to be a sdisticalfluke, of the 54 gender
classfied casesof AIDS reportedin 1990
so B, none let ne reped, NONE of them
has been n women hrouch hetepsewud
intercourse  The nord of al this is: before
giving dgebra, geamdry, calcdus and tigo-
nomery, Canadan £hools shaild teach their
students hav to navigate the $hoalkfilled
mahemadics of everyday life.

As lan Heming might haveput i: Setis-
tics is breve.



