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AZT move presents problems
Cogt of AIDS drug worries provinces

BY MICHELLE LALONDE
Soecial to The Globe and Mail

MONTREAL — A rew federé policy pernmitting the commeral
sab of a dug knowvn & AZT has &ft provincid govenments
grappling with the queston of who will pay for the expersive AIDS
treament

"Weve hadhospitals aalling us br dock, but we ae #lling them
to wait a few weeks to find aut whetter treir provindal goremment
is going to mve the st said Malcdm Fletcher medcal diredor of
the Canadian am o Burrouchs Wellcomelnc, the ghamacetical
conpany tha mandacturesthe drug underthe krand name Btrovir.

Theaetcally, any dodor or pharmagy could now order the drug
diredly from the @mpany, but wntil the eimkursement gieston is
resdved few will do ®, meanng ha pegle with AIDS can aly
getthe drug if they are paricipating in a medcal reseach pogram.

AZT has leen provided feeto individuals with acquiredimmune
dedficieny syndrome dnce it was @proved for experimentalusein
Canadain Novanber d 1986 The ®stof drug, at East$3100 a
paient amually, has keen coveed by provincid govenments and
provided through hosptal open sudy prograns. Ontaio, for in-
stancegpends $6.5-million a yea on AZT.

Advocay groups for peple with ADS ae onerred that he
nev staus of AZT will give govenments anxeus to $op or re-

stiict finandng for the drug.

Since the Canadan heah protedion kranch aproved AZT for
conmerdal sak Oct. 17, \ery little has darged with regad to its
distibuton.

In British Cdumbia, the dug will be @vaedby a povincid drug
plan ha recuiresan ndividual or famiy to pay te first 8325 a ga
in drug costs After ths initial payment, the povince wil cover 80
pe cent d the ostof drugs The aerge AZT userwould pay at
least 8880 a wa, pusthe local retal markup.

The Nova Scota govenment on the oherhand is ommitedto
mahtaning its policy of providing AZT a no charge to patients, &
a arrent costto the povince d abaut $00,000 a ga.

Jom Samsm, a pdkesnanfor the N.S Ministy of Heath and
Fitness,sad the mhistry is now working ot how o deal with an
expeded ncreasén demand & cbcdtors kegn to presribe AZT br
the reament d eardier sagesof AIDS.

Quebec dficials have dven no dear guaranteethat the povince
will continueto pay r treament

In Ontario, the rewly deded New Demardic Paty govanment
hasyet to esadish an AZT pdicy. Provincid policy has een to
provide AZT free to peqple with AIDS once the dsease las
progressd to a @rtan sage
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