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Experts cha lle nge U.S. report
on AIDS for ecasting decline
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A study indicates that the number of new
AIDS cases each year wil l de cli ne in the
Un ited States, but two federal res earche rs
say the con clu sio n is flaw ed.

The study, car rie d in yest e r day’s Jo urnal
of the America n Me dical Associa tion, says
em erging cases wil l contin ue to decrea s e "t o
a stil l-to-be -det e rmine d but probably low
endemic lev el before the year 2000."

The wor k of Dennis Bregman and Alex-
ande r Lang mui r of the Unive rsity of Sou t h-
er n Califor nia was crit ici zed in two edito ri-
als in the jou rnal writt en by res earche rs for
the federal Cent e rs for Dis ease Con trol and
the Nation a l Canc e r Institute.

The edito r of the jou rnal, Dr. George Lun d-
berg, said yest e r day that while it is unus u al
fo r the jou rnal to carry two edito ria ls cr iti-
ci zing a study, exper ts in the fiel d fe lt the
Br egman -Lang mui r study war rant e d consi-
de r ation.

"Three world-cl ass peer rev i ewe rs urged
us to pub lis h the Bregman paper", Dr. Lun d-
berg said. "We think the re’s at lea st a pos si-
bility that this histo ric approach cou ld be
right. Only tim e will tel l."

The Bregman -Lang mui r study use d a sta -
tis ti c a l model called Far r’s Law of Epi dem -
ics, first used in 1840. The model states
that epi dem i cs tend to ris e and fall sym met-
rically in a nor mal, bel l-shaped cur ve.

Us ing dat a fr om the Atlant a-base d CDC,
the repor t says 920 cases of AIDS were re-
ported in 1982, fol lowe d by inc rea s es in new
ca s es each year until 1987, the last com -
plet e ye ar availa ble for statis ti cs, wit h 19,333
new cases.

Us ing Farr’s Law, they then proje ct 21,978
new cases in 1988, 21,60 4 in 1989 and
18 ,363 in 1990. Fol low ing the same curve,
they say the number of new cases wou ld
contin ue de cli ning, reaching 921 in 1995. By
this time, they proje ct that the total num-
ber of U.S. cases of the deadly dis ease wil l
have reache d 200,000.

Throu gh Janu ary, the CDC has repor ted
121,645 cases in the United States sin ce
AIDS repor ting bega n in 1981. The disease
ha s killed 72, 580 of those patients.

Dr. Bregman said the finding s sugg est a
ne e d fo r re -ev a luating AIDS strategy.

"If you con tin ue to focus on the inc rea s-
ing number of cases, then it draws attentio n
aw ay from focusing on the eme rgi ng, per-
si stent endemic problem in our commun ity",
he said in a telephone int e rvie w fr om Los
Angele s.

In Gen eva, meanwhile, Dr. Jon athan Mann,
who ran the World Health Organization’s
fig ht aga inst AIDS, resig ned in a disp u t e
with the United Nation s ag enc y’s chief.

Dr. Mann said he and Hir oshi Nak aji ma,
WHO’s Jap anese directo r-gen eral, dis agreed
st rongly on a ser ies of vit al issues.

Dr. Mann, an Ame rican, had directed the
$109-millio n-a -year progr am si nce its inc ep-
tion in Jun e of 1986. His resig n ation, whi c h
take s ef fect in Jun e, shock ed many.
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