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‘U.S. cersts (Pat 2y

W H. Chery

15,000 census-takers
count U.S. homedess

By Bob Hepburn
TORONTO STAR

WASHINGTON - In the moonlight to-
night, a @rsws-takerwill walk up to the he&
ing grates on E $red acrass fom the US
stde cepatment hedquarters and shrt
cauntirg.

He will be diedking a1 how mary home-
less men and womenra aslee underblan-
ket on he gates.

And if any ae avale, hes got a Bw ques
tionshed like to ask them.

A few Hocksawgy, ather cansis-takers will
be ourting how mary peqle ae asleg on
benches m Lafayete Rak in front o the
White House, inderbusheson Cagtol Hill,
in subwg entrancesand nh hundeds of
abandaedbuldings n Wasington.

Its dl partof the first nonwide dfort by
the US Cersws Bureal to ocourt as a&au-
ratdy as posdéble the number d homdes
peqle in the Lhited Sates.

From 6 pm. tonight until 8 a.m. tomorow,
an amy of 15,000 @rsws-takers will chek
for homdess Ameiicars in date ad local
shdters, steet coners, sibway sations dty
paks, fdters for ebusedwomen commer
cid canpgrourds,drug and atohd tredament
centres, hgpital emegeny rooms train
and bus sttions dl-night thedres, anddrm
fields whee migrant wakers deep.

From 2 am.to 4 am, they will chek
stred locationssut s sibwgy sationsand
heding grates.

From 4 am. to 8 am.,, they will sit in their
cas a dand aitsice dandmed buildings
and ourt pegple who kave dter waking up
in the norning.

When t's over the number d homdess
caunted rmay vary arywhere from 250,000
to nore than 3 milion.

And tha huge dferencein esimaes o
howv mary pele ae romdess in Ameiica
is the easn the @rsws bureal agreed b
undetake the £7-million survey

U. S administrdion offigals clam the num-
be of homdess rargesbaween 250,000 ad
500,000 Advocates for the homdess, sich
as he National Caalition for the Homdess,
clam the real nmber is 3 nillion.

They ea the White House will ddiberatdy
undeesimate the homdess to aoid pumpirg
more federd money into low-cost housng
and oherprograns for the poor.

Fomer presdent Rorald Reayan dradi-
cally cut feder& spending an prograns for
the poor, daiming he reed vasit as ged
as avocates suggesed.

Cynthia Taude, the @rsws hureas dfficial
regponsble for the suney says he hureau will
male its best fortto court the homiess.

The main cersts of daut 250 million
Americars will be @ndwctedApril 1L

But sheadmits mary"hidden homiess" will
na be burd beaue tey live daubled-up
with friends or elaties,in tunnds o dan-
donedcas, or in isdated urd aress.

Fecerd and sategovemmentswill use the
suveys findingsto devise policies, sud as
low-rent haisng, for the romdess. Washing-
ton returnsbillions of tax dllars b date ad
local governments lasedn parton popuation
daa.

By one stimate, each persa is worth a-
baut §150 in feder&funds to a iy or town

Alsq plamess will usethe cersis resits
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to deermine whete to bcate facilities sich
as lomdess ddters. Aswell, they recuire the
daa © help assss neds for nbor dtizens,
students andrifants n day-care entes

After tre lag official censts in 1980 thee
were 37 lawsiits fled agang the ersus bu-
real charging uinderourting.

In the Candian @rsis rextyea, Sdistics
Canadawill very ddinitdy" usenew tech-
niques to ourt the homekess in the ourtry,
acordng to Mike Shetidan collection mana
gerof the DAL cersts.

In fad, Satistics Canadaconduded a tst
lag week in Torontoto e wtetrer curting
homdess &"saup kitchers"would be éfedive.

Sheidan sal reseeches fourd in a smilar
test in San Fandso tha up to 95 r cat
of the homiess in an aeacame to dsaup
kitcheri for a neal avera two-day period.

Stdistics Canadahas sent dosevers ©
severd U.S dties to vatd the experiment

Tonight, U.S cersistakers will ak the
homdess smple questbns about their age
s and race.

However, they worit wake axyane who is
skeeging on te stees. In those @ss, he
censts peple will guessthe aswers &
best hey can

If a deging persm is onpletdy covaedby
cadboad or Harkes, the prsan will be
meely courted wihout esimating the a@e,
Se& or race.

When te final eportis reag, the @rsus
bureas will nat releasea sngle numbe of how
mary homdess thee ae in the Lhited Sates.

Insteadit will say how mary homdess were
found in shdters, m dred corrers, in &an-
doned buldings and m ather pas whee
they cather



