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Experts challenge U.S. report
on AlDS forecasting decline

AssdatedPressand Reuer
CHICAGO

A study indicaes tha the number d new
AIDS cases each yea will dedine in the
United Sates, tut wo federd reseeches
sg the ondusonis flawed.

The gudy, cariied in yesterdgs Journal
of the American Medical Asxodation, says
emeging cases will coninueto decreaséto
a dill-to-be-ctemined but pobably low
endenic levé before the yea 2000

The work of Denns Bregman and Aex-
anderLangnuir of the Lhiversity of South
ern Calfornia was citicized n two alitori-
als in the pumal written by reseeches for
the federd Centes for Disease ©ntrd and
the NationalCancelnsitute

The ditor of the pumal, Dr. Gearge Lund-
berg, said yesterda tha while it is tnusual
for the joumal to cary two dlitorials cri-
ticizing a study, expers in the field felt the
Bregman-Langmuir study warranted con-
siderdion.

"Three world-cless er evievers uged
us to bish the Bregman maper’ Dr. Lund
beg said. "We think thees at kasta pos$-
bility tha this higoric goproach could be
right. Orly time will tell:

The Bregman-Langmnuir study useda ga-
tisticalmodd called Faris Law d Epidem-
ics, first ued h 1840 The nodel dates
that goidemicstend to iseand fall ymmet
rically in a rormal, bell-shgped curve.

Using catafrom the AlantabasedCDC,
the report sgys R0 @ses of AIDS were re-
ported n 1982, bllowedby increaseim new
caseseaxch yea untl 1987 the hs com-
pleteyea availabe for gatistics, with 19333
new cases.

Using Fars Law they then pojed 21,978
nev case in 1988 21,604 in 1989 ad
18363 n199Q0 Following the same auwe,
they sy the number d new @ase would
continuededining, reacling 921 in 1995 By
this time, they projed tha the total nm-
be of U.S case of the dedly disease \vill
have reached200,000.

A DS foressing’
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Throuch Januay, the AC has eported
121645 cases in te ULhited Sates snce
AIDS reporing beganin 198L. The dsease
haskilled 72,50 d those péients

Dr. Bregman sai the fidings swggest a
needfor re-evaliging AIDS drategy.

"If you mntinueto focus m the increas
ing number of cases, thenti drawvs atenion
awgy from foausng on the eneging, per
sigent endemic mblem n our canmunity”
he sail in a elephone nterview from Los
Angdes

In Genera, mearwhile, Dr Jonahan Mam,
who ran the Werld Heath Organizatiors
fight agairst AIDS, resgned n a dspute
with the United Nationsagencys chief

Dr. Mam said he aad Hrosh Nakgma,
WHO's hpaese dredorgened, disagreed
strongly on a eries @ vital issies

Dr. Mam, an Ameiican, had dreaded tte
$100-million-a-yea programsirce ts incep-
tion in Lineof 1986 His resgndion, which
takeseffed in Jung shocked mary.
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