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Kids don't know their geography
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By Dennk Kelly
USA TODAY

U. S high school seniors havelittle rouble
identifying the n&ionsthat make the nghtly
news, but rave othemwise feeble geayragphy
skills; says a eport out Wecdhesdhy

The first National Assessnent d Eduation-
al Progresson gegraphy clls the déicien-
ciesa 'sefous' conern

"Unlesswe dace a rw enphass on g®-
graphy, welll pass a to childrenthe geward-
ship of a world they literdly do not know;"
sas Saetay of Eduation Lauio F Cava

zos. The test 63,000 stulents éurd:

e 87 pecentidentified Canadaon a vorld
mgp; & percent fourd the Seiet Union.

But orly 37 percent locatedSautheastAsia.
And 16 percent mistalerly thougtt the Rana-
ma Ganal sges saling time beween New
York and London

e Students hge ®me nap realing «ills,
but anly 58 percent knew the dfferencebe-
tween longitude andatitude

e 79 pecentundestood the kasc way D
control acid rain was b reduce lluton.
But only 41 percent recognized tha nudear

‘Geayrgphy (Pat 2

STAT 220 -W. H. Chery

winter— a dobal dust ®ud @ued ty wide-
sprea nudea explosions,which then sreens
out sunlight — would fed the emironnent

The findings'shouldrit surpriseanyane ke-
causegeography is sSmply not being taught
in mary school districts, says Glbert Gros-
veror d the NationalGe@raghic Scriety.

Segys Ina VS Mullis of the Euatonallest
ing Senice: "In addtion b askirg parents f
they know wheee ther childrenare, we mght
begin asing dildrenif they themsdves know
whete tey are!

Test of geographical savvy

By Denns Kelly
USA TODAY

Wantto se low wel you would do on he gayraly test ha
wasgivento 3000 US high school seniors?

Here ae sane samle questbnsthat apeaed m the test yen to
students ér the National Assesnent ¢ Eduational Progress,the
fecerdly mandaded dhedk on gudent knonledge

The test meawrednat only studentsability to locatecounties and
cities m a map, but dso their undestanding d culturd and physcal
geography.

1. Which d the bllowing & the rorth-to-sauth quene of majar
cities o the West ©as of the Lhited Sates?
A. Los Angeks, San fandsm, Sdtle, Porfand
B. Portand Los Angeks, Settle, San Frandsc.
C. San Randsm, Poriand Sedtle, Los Angeks
D. Sedtle, Porfand San Fandsa, Los Angeks

2. Large mars of the Ameiican Mdwest vere mveed aimosten-
tirely by forests 50 yeas gjo. Today the brest aes ae nmuch
smder Whichof the bllowing is nost repondble for this charge?
A. A deaeae h averg@e emperdure.

B. An increasén avergje pedpitation.
C. An increasén the number d forest fies
D. The gowth d faming.

3. As ore ges from the @nte of an hland méropolitan aeato
the urtryside, wha hapgers to he emperaure?

A. It increases

B. It deaeases.

C. It chargesunpredctably.
D. It remansthe same

. The preadof an idea fom one pat of the wald to axather is

called

A. Extemal mpration.
B. Integréion.

C. Industialization.
D. Culturd diffusion.

. The Hawdian klends first came into leingas a esti of:

A. The gpadtion of knd fagments fom Asia
B. The brmation of ®rd reds.

C. Volcanic euptions.

D. Undese @osion.

. Which o the bllowing, conbined with the Earh's revdution

arourd the sIn, caugs the sasn®

A. The fequency of sunspt ccaurrences
B. The gaviationalpul of the noon.

C. The ntersity of light emittedby the sin.
D. The flt of the Earth’s ads.

. The mndrudion of he Rinana Canal fiortenedthe sailing time

between New York and:
A. London

B. Port-au-Prince.

C. Rio de Aneiro

D. San Fandsa.

Educator s give schools a B-minus

2 percent "D
Otherfindings

By Denns Kelly
USA TODAY

U. S school administratos gve public schools e 73 pecentsad pubic eduation is ket

e Amorg problens dted ladk of parent
involvement(81 percent), poor student noti-
vation (75 percen), auts in gate or bcal
bucges (67 pecen} and wndemoivated

an aerge of Bminus,says a rew suney

In the siney d 385 shool administratos
by Allstae InsuanceCo. and the Aneiican
Asdation of Shool Administratos, 8B
percentgare the pubic eduation ysem a
gradeof "B, 2.3 percent "C; 7 percent'A' and

ter row than a deadeagq 9 peacent ebaut
the ame 8 pacent worse nov.

e 51 percant ratedU. S pubic schools as
be- ter than Enhgland; 70 percent, beter
than the Sdet Uniors; 36 pecentbdter
than Apan’s.

The three aticlesEM9Q19 epintedaboveare wsedin Figure 214in the STAT
220 Caurse Matefalsand n SatisticalHighlight #36.
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teachers (62 pecen).

"Thee will probally neve be a ime
when we @n sg our <hols are peried,
becausethey haveto sne te dierse neds
of a cemaracy ch as ars, says @Gry
Marx, of the @ministratos goup.



