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Perhaps if you rephrased the question

The Non-Smdkers’ Rights Asdation has enethis murtry a majar
sevice. Its influene has feedmary non-smders from having o
breahe mndhand sncke and ha persuaeéd mary snokers ©
kick the hait. Long may ts wak continue

It pans us, heefre, b tosscdd wateron the htest poll by En-
vironics Reseech Group for the ron-smdkers goup, the Candian
CancerScciely and the Hat and Sroke Fourdaion. The poll,
intendedto often feder&regstanceto increamg taxes o tobaco,
pupots to diov tha 56 per ceit d smokers thenselves mght
either grongly or smewhat sipport incressedtaxes

Alas, the anmurition is sigpect. Consder the first giestbn: "Some
pemle haverecanmendedthat &xes @ tobaco be ncrease — for
exanple by 50 ents er padk — as @rtof an overd planto reduce
smding. Otherparts of the ganwould indude heath warrings m
cigaret paks, heah promotion canpagns and restictions on the
sab of dgaretsto children Do you grongly support, somevhat
sipport, somavhat goposethis ide&"

Supprt what ide® Resticting the sat of dgaretsto childrer?
An overadl planto reduce sndking? Or, buried kadk at the kegn-
ning, a tax increaseahat mght or might not be 50 ents er ppadk?
The answvers ae meannglessbecausethe cuesibn onsstsof seved
guestons.

Another queston aked whetler repondents wald sypport a tax
increse ¢ 50 cents a pk "if it were sown o gedly reduce
smding anong young peqle. This is sraightforward enaugh; if
the goups an $iow tha 50 cents vill gredly reduce snoking anong
young peqple, hey can dte the regponsewith impurity. Good Lk
to them.

If smaokers had $mply been eskedwhetter trey would support a
tax increas®n dgarets,they would probably havesad no; hbut the
quesion shaild have keen asskedaryway, and llowedby questbns
to deernmine in which circumgancestheir viewswould charge  As
it is, the arwy s dartling on he aitsice, kut hollow & the ore.

As a frtherpant of interest the results of the pll, which usel the qieston
disaissd in The Globe and Mail edtorial ébove, are simnarized kelow,
this krief aticle is from the Kitchener-Waterloo Record of Febuary 8, 1990.

Smoker s back
anti-smoke tax

TORONTO (CP) — A majarity of smo-
kers support a F-cents-a-pack tobacco
tax increases pat of an overal planto
reduce snaking,a rew poll sggests

The surwey by Environics siggests29
pe cent d smokers grongly support, and
27 pe cent ®mevhat sipport, the dea
of increasd taves to spport ani-smok-
ing eduation, The Globe and Mail reported

The uurwey sys 8 per ceit osmewvhat
oppose and 27 per cent stongly oppose
an ncrease

The poll was conducted for tke Non-
Smdkers’ Rights Asodation.
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