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Drug is pro l onging the
live s of pat ients, new U.S. studie s say
CHICAGO (Reuter) – The life expectancie sof
AIDS patients have been ext ende din the past
fe w ye ars, probably becau se of the inc rea s ed
us eof the drug AZT, according to two recent
U. S. studies.

A study of 4,323 AIDS patients in San Fran-
ci sco als o fo und that men sur viv ed sig n ifi-
cantly longe r than women, and that patients
infected throug hbl ood transfu sio ns die d mu ch
mo requ ickly than those infected in other ways .

Althou gh the re is no cure for the acqui red
im mun edeficie n cy syn drome, whi c hst rips the
body’s immun e syst em of its ability to fight
disease, the studie s fo und that patients who
cont r act e d the mos t co mmon AIDS-rela ted
infection, a type of pneum onia known as PCP,
ha d a slig htly better chanc eof sur viv ing at
le ast one year in 1987 than they did three to
fiv e ye ars earli er.

The two studie s ,on eby the San Francis co
public health dep artment and the othe r base d
on nearly 37,000 AIDS cases repor tedto the
fe deral Cent e rs for Dis ease Con trol, were pub -
li she din theJo urnal of the America n Me dical

Associa tion.
"The data in thes erepor ts appear to confi rm

what cli nicia ns, inv estig a tors and patients have
know n fo r seve r al years: Life after AIDS is
im provi ng and death is no longe ras swift or as
cer tain as in the early years of the epi dem i c,"
wrot e Richard Chaisson, of Johns Hopkins
School of Medicin e, in the accompanyi ng edi-
to ria l.

Bo th studies poi nted to the int roduction and
treatment wit h the drug azi dot hym id ine (AZT)
as a pos sib le rea son beh i nd the improve d li fe
ex pectancie sfo r AIDS victims.

In the nation a l survey by Jef frey Har ris , an
econ omist at Massachu setts Ins titute of Tech-
nology, AIDS patients who had con tract e dthe
PCP strain of pneum onia in1986 and 1987 had
a 48.4 per cent one -ye ar sur viv a l rate aga inst
the 39.1 per cent sur viv a l rate for patients who
cont r act e dthe pneum onia in1984.

The San Francis co study, con duct e d by
George Lem pof the city’s health dep artment,
fo und that 18 percent of the AIDS patients in
that city who deve loped pneum onia sur viv ed

at lea ston eye ar in 1987. Fiv e ye ars ear-
li er, only 10 per cent sur viv ed a ful l ye ar.
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LIVING DEAD TOTAL

Can ada

1, 390 2,098 3,488

Ontario

458 975 1,433

To ronto

207 556 763

U. S.

11 7,781

Wo rld

203,354
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Se ealso the edito ria l Livi ng wit h AIDS on pag es 434 -436 of the same issue of this jour nal.
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