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Drug iIs prolonging the

AIDS UPDATE

CHICAGO (Reute)) —The life expectandesof
AIDS patients hge been extendedin the @ag
few yeas, probably becaue of the ncrease
useof the dug AZT, acoordng to Wwo recant
U.S dudies

A study of 4323 AIDS atients h San Fan-
cico dso found tha men sirnvived dgnifi-
canly longer than women and tha patients
infeded through blood ransusons ded mud
morequickly than hose hfeded n ather ways.

Although thee is no arre br the acouired
immuneddicieng syndrome, whichstiips the
bod/s immune systen o its aility to fight
disease the stides found tha patients vho
contrected the nost conmon AIDS-relaed
infedion, a type of pneumoria known as FCPR,
had a dightly beter danceof survving d
least ane year in 1987 han hey did three b
five yeas ealier.

The wo sudes,oneby the San fandsm
puwlic heath depatment and the berbased
on realy 37,000 AIDS @se reportedto the
federd Centes for Disease @ntdl, were pub-
lishedin the Journal of the American Medical

Asodiation.

"The d#&a in thesereports gopea to confirm
what diniciars, nvesigabrs and patients hee
known for sererd yeas Life dter AIDS is
improving and deth is no brgeras svift or as
certan as in the ealy yeas d the gidemic
wrote Richad Chaison, of Jhns Hpkins
Schal of Medcing, in the aoompanying edi-
torial.

Both dudies minted b the ntrodudion and
treagment with the drug azidothymidire (AZT)
as a psile reasn kehird the mproved life
expectandesfor AIDS victims.

In the nd@ional suvey by Jeffrey Hariis, an
emnanist & Masacduets Insttute d Tedch-
ndogy, AIDS patients who ha contractedthe
PCP #rain of pneumonia in1986 and 087 fad
a 484 per cet cneyea sunvval rate @airst
the 301 per cant wrvival rate for patients viho
contrectedthe pneumornia in1984.

The Sn Randsam dudy, condwcted by
Geage Lempof the dty's heath depatment
found ta 18 percent d the AIDS patients n
that déty who deeloped meumornia survived
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Ives of patients, new U.S. studies say
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*Since frst case n 1979

at leastoneyea in 1987 Five yeas ear-

lier, only 10 per cent sunvived a ull yea.
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Seealso he dlitorial Living with AIDSon ages 434-436 d the samesisie of this jourral.
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