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Can adian health car e
com es up tops in study

By Mar ily n Dunlop

TORONTO STAR

Cana dians believe they hav e on e of the
best, if not the best, health -care sys tems in
the world, a Cana dian Medical Association
doct or says .

Cana dians’ lov e of the sys tem was made
cle ar in a recent sur vey of pub lic attitudes
on health care in Cana da, the United States
and Britain, Dr. Judy Kazim i rsk i, chair man
of the association’s board, tol d a meeting in
To ron t o this week.

Conducted by the U.S. Baxter Fou ndation,
the sur vey fou nd 95 per cent of Cana dians
prefer the Cana dian health -care sys tem ove r
the U.S. sys tem and 91 per cent prefe r it to
the Britis h syst em.

Ad compaig n

On the othe r hand, 61 per cent of Ame ri-
cans pol led wis h they had the Cana dian sys-
tem. And 28 per cent of Britons que s tion ed
said they’d rat her hav e the Cana dian one.

Kazim i rsk i said a  $2. 5 millio n adve rtising
campaig n being con duct e d in the U.S. by the
Amer ican Medical Association and othe r or-
ga n ization s is aim ed at dis cre dit i ng Cana da’s
me dicare sys tem . The campaig n is bei ng
run out of fear that Ame ricans’ dis satisfac-
tion may lead to a gov ernment-r un health
in sur anc e prog ram , sh e said.

The sur vey fou nd 94 per cent of Cana di-
ans "ve ry satisfie d " or "satisfie d " with the
care they receiv ed from their doct ors in the
prev i ous 12 mon ths, compare d with 89 per
cent of the Britis h and 86 per cent of the
Amer icans.

Cost of car e

Only 3.6 per cent of Cana dians said they
didn’t get the care they needed, compare d to
4.7 per cent of the Britis h and 12.6 per cent
of Ame ricans. And more than half of those
Amer icans said the rea son was financia l. In
Cana da, only 0.6 per cent bla m ed the cos t
and in Britain only 0.1 per cent.

When aske d to rat e thei r ow n health -care
syst em, 56 per cent of Cana dians said it wor ks
pretty wel l and needs only min or change s ,
co mpare d with 10 per cent of Ame ricans
and 27 per cent of the Britis h.

The sur vey inv olved 1,026 adult s in Ca-
na da and 1,066 in Britain who were int e r-
vie wed in their homes and 1, 250 adult s in
the U.S. int e rvie wed by telephone. A sur-
ve y of this size has a margi n of error of plu s
or min u s 3 percent age poi nts, 95 per cent of
the tim e.
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