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Profes sors see sim ilarities to Ewoks in 1978 scr ipt
BY JIM MORRIS
Cana dian Pre ss________________
CALGARY

Tw o profes sors at the Unive rsity of Calgary
testifie d Mo nday the re are str iking similarities
between the Ewok charact e rs in George Lu-
ca s’ film Re tur n of the Jedi and the fur r y
creature s of the same name in a scr ipt writ-
ten by a Calgary man.

Ja m e s Duga n, an act or and head of the uni-
ve rsity’s drama dep artment, said the charac-
ters are sim ilar enoug h that they cannot
have been cre ated independently.

"The ver y si milar gen eral des criptio n and
habits of the cre ature s se em to defy coi nci-
denc e," he said.

Duga n wa s testifyi ng at a law suit file d by
Dean Pre s t on, a Calge ry writer who says he
created the Ewok charact e rs in 1978, five
ye ars befo re they appeare d in Lucas’ lucrative
St ar War s tr ilogy.

Duga n said that if bot h Luca s and Pre s t on
we re his pupils in a screenwritng cla s s, he
woul d qu estio n Luca s’ int egr ity. "If I had
re c eiv ed Sp ace Pet s fr om Pre s t on as a fin a l
proje ct in 1978 and Re tur n of the Jedi in 1981,

I wou ld bring Lucas before the dean on a
charge of plagi arism ," he said.

Englis h profes sor Janis Svi lpis , who teaches
scie n ce-fic tion writing, als o des cribed the
re semblanc e between Lucas’ Ewoks and the
bear-like cre ature s fo und in Pre s t on’s Sp ace
Pe ts script.

"Giv en that Sp ace Pet s and Re tur n of the
Je di are clo sely rela ted, and giv en that no
co mmon sou rce for bot h is easily visib le, it
is somewhat more probable ... that Sp ace
Pe ts is the sou rce text for Re tur n of the Jedi
rather than the rev erse," said Svi lpis.

Bo th men were pre sent e d as exper t witnes -
ses by A.Web ster MacDonald, Pre s t on’s law-
ye r in the $150-millio n suit aga inst Lucas.
Bo th rea d fr om repor ts they prep are d co m-
paring Pre s t on’s scr ipt and Lucas’ mov i e.

The repor ts not e d the Ewoks and Pre s t on’s
fur r y charact e rs were sim ilar in appearanc e,
ha d prim itive cul ture s , us ed spears and
rock s as weapons , and liv ed in tre e hu ts
connected by vin es and walk ways .

Preston says he maile d the Sp apce Pet s
script to Lucas but receiv ed no reply and
the scr ipt was neve r retur ned .

Luca s says Ewoks evolved from the eig ht-

foot, bel low ing Wookie charact e r in the origi-
nal St ar War s script he wrote in 1974. Testi-
fying last week, the bearded film maker als o
said his company has a str ict poli cy of re-
turning all unsoli cit e d scripts uno pen ed.

Luca s’ lawye r,W. Graham Dutton, wrangled
with Svi lpis ove r the profe sso r’s calcula t ion s
that the re are only 1,274 chanc es in 100 tril-
li on that bot h Preston and Lucas cou ld ima -
gi ne the same name for thei r creation.

"You’r e being sil ly", Dutton said of Svi lpis’s
calcula t ion.

The der ivation of the word Ewok ha s been
a cent r al is s ue in the law suit.

Preston says the name was bor n while he
wa s playi ng wit h phon eti cs and the phrase
"he walks." Lucas testifie d the name was
de riv ed from switching aroun d the letters of
the word Wo okie and his musings about the
Miwok (pron oun ced Meewok) Indian tribe
of nor ther n Califor nia .

Duga n refu sed to accep t Luca s’ testim ony.

"I don’t get that as a sho rt step," he tol d Dut-
ton. "It doesn’t sou nd to me that obvious."

Na m ed in the suit are Lucas, Lucasfilm
Ltd. and 20th Centur y Fox Cana da Ltd.
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