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How does McDonald's
know it's sold 70 billion?

By Rode Danolf
SFECIAL TO THE STAR

How db they know?

Justrecently, Canpbdl Soup Co. had a fig
cdebration in Fonaur o the 20 Hillionth" can
of tomatosaup Sipped df to market Lag
yea, Disney World in Horida honauredits
"300 nillionth visitor" And those McDonalds
Gdden Arches, vhichsill achee to he om-
panys tradtion of eporing on harrburger
saks, mw proclam "ove 70 hillion seved

Are we epeded b believe theseconpan-
iescan atudly pinpant the day the hair, the
very minute wken numeiical histay is made?

The aswveris ro. It turnsoutthat this is
na a \ery exat ciene.

O Aboutthe rumbe of McDonald harrbur-
gers old:

"Its an esimaé says Anne Tolle, pokewvo-
man for McDonalds. "We know the eact
number ld at he 5 per cat d McDon-
alds tha are avned ad meaed ty the
conpany, becaue we leg a unning court
by cwnmputer’

"For the number ld by the 5 per cent o

ourrestaumnts evned ly franchsees, ve @n-
dud a tlephone anpling of a percentage
of them to get an idea @ ther sales vlumé
O Aboutthe 300th million vistor to Disney

World:

"Thee is a ertan ceremanial asped to it;
adnits Disng/ World gpckesnanDave Herbst
‘After dl thee ae tree dfferent gates here
— at he Magc Kingdom, Epmt Centerand
Disng MGM gudio — and thee ae many
turnsiles @aeadch gate So we ouldrit know
exactly which vistor was te 30 millionth.
But eech wrndile mnains a canter that
kegs tack d the pele ariving, so we
can esinae @aout when a ewmrd s daut
to ocaur. Then ve fck a chteto celebrae
and fick a famiy coming throuch one d
the cates to relp us with the eeremany”

o And finally, tha 20 kllionth can d soup:

"We reve daimedwe knew exactly which
can vas he 2 hillionth; said Canpbél
spokesnan David Hackney ‘After dl,
tomato saup s row mack at bur different
plants h the US and & one tme wasmace
at x. Thee would be no vay d knowing
which can & which plant was mumbe 20

‘McDonald (Pat 2y
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billion. Wha we dd know was ha, gven
nomal produdion rateat air gants,the 20
billionth can wauld be poduced smdime
in Januay which justhappes to te
NationalSaip MantH!

"So we dameda celebrdion in a&nuay.
Insteadof holding it & one d the pants—
how could we posdbly pick which on@ —
we dose b hold it in Minneapolis because
it is anong the tg dties n the ndion in
tomato saup mnampton per @pta. Then
we pckedthe dateby deernining when he
various cdelrities ve invited b help us
cdebrae muld make it

"It cauld be ha the D hillionth can atudly
wasprodiced tie day before or a oupk o
days dter But we know it was aoundthat
time We have produdion records ging
bad to the burding d the ompany”

"We @uld neve smply make up a minber
outof the air you @n te wre d tha. Ore
time when & wantedto sg somehing light-
heated daut the rumber of stars in our chick-
en and strs sup, our legaldgoartment nace
us atudly open ved cars and ourt tham!
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