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Schneider’s won’t get rebate
over blood spilled int o sewe r

By Monica Gut schi
Re cord staff

It was "a coi nci denc e" that Wat e r loo Regio n
test e d J. M. Schneid er Inc.’ s wast e wa ter
discharge just after sev eral accid e n tal blood
spil ls in t o the sewage sys tem last spring, the
co mpany’s exe cutiv es said Wednesday.

"This per iod of tim e is highly unus u al,"
said Bob Tiffin, the nation a l qu ali ty assur-
anc ema n age rfo r the Kitchen er meatpacking
co mpany. "It’s not typical of our his t ory and
ou roperation."

Bu t that didn’t convinc eWa terloo Regio n’s
engi neer ing com mitt e e, whi c h refuse d to
rebate any of the $222,970 sewage charge
Schneid er’s paid for the dis charged wastes.

The com mitt e esplit 4-4 on a motio n to
give Schneid er’s a $73,354 rebat eon its sew-
age charge, whi c hmeant the motio n was de-
fe ated . Earli er it rej ect e da staff recom mend-
ation to giv e the company a $156,708 rebat e.

Re gio nal cou nci l will discus sthe issue at its
next meeting and may take a dif ferent stand .

"We don’t hear about spi lls unle ss they
occur when we hav etest e d," said Kitchen er
Ald. Jim Zie g ler. "There are other tim e sthat
we don’t know about that hav eaf fected the

ef flue n t. The re has been sin ce September
1987 num erous spi lls that hav en’t occur red
near testing days ."

Four tests con duct e d on the company’s
wast edischarge in April , May and Jun elast
ye ar showe d av erage biochemical oxyge n
dema n dof 2,17 8 par ts per mil l io n and an
av erage suspende d soli ds measure of 1,412
par ts per mil l io n. The his t orical ave r age for
the company is an oxyge ndema n dof 675
ppm and suspende dsoli d measure of 550
ppm.

Schneid er’s reg ularly pays a sur c h arge
when its discharges into the sanitary sewer
syst em exc e e dthe regio n’s lim it for suspen-
de d soli ds (TSS) and biochemical oxyge n
dema n d(BOD) – a measure of the oxyge n
the regio n ne e ds to sup ply to reduce the
wast e in the efflue n t when it reaches the
Kitchen er sewage tre atment pla n t.

Tw o of the tests were taken on the same
day that a blood spi ll had occur red while
the other two tests were taken the day after
a spi ll. The re were als o two othe r spil ls in
that time per iod.

"I t ap pears to be a coi nci denc ethat the
spil ls occur red on the regio nal testing days ,"
Tiffin said. "The hig h-strengt h discharges

we re not con tin uou sfo r the entire quarter".

Schneid er’s had aske dfo r a rebat e, arguing
the sur c h arge assumes hig h leve ls of waste
in the efflue n t fo r the entire quarter, rat her
than just on the testing days .

The reque s twas sup por ted by members
of the engi neer ing depar tment staf f.

On those(testing) days , the company had
ma n ufactur ing problems whi c hov erwhelm ed
the sys tem ," Ralph Luhowy, waste -wa ter
operation sma n age r, tol d the com mitt e e. He
said the company wou ld not keep operating
while spi lli ng blood becaus eit is use din a
number of produ cts.

Tiffin said Schneid er’s has begun a daily
sampling program of its sewage dis charge
and has pur c h ase da blood -hol d ing tank to
av oid the ove rflows that cau sed the spi lls.

He said company exe cutiv es were "sur-
pris ed" to find out about the blood spi lls ,
the failu r e to repor t them and the failu r e to
co mmu nicate with the regio nal laborato ry.

Wa terloo Coun. Susan For wel l said that
while she was wil l ing to giv e the company
the "benefit of the doubt," she woul d not do
so the nex t time it had problems.
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