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Plant, animal life damage d by acid rain in
19,000 lakes in Ont ario, report reve als

BY CRAIG McINNES
The Glo be and Mail______________________

Acid rain is damag ing pla n t and anima l
li fe in about 19,000 Ontario lakes, says a
study relea s ed yest e r day by the provi nci al
Envi ron ment Min is try.

The repor t, whi c h is the first to estim ate
with any accur acy the ext ent of aci d rain
damag e to lakes in Ont ario, fou nd that the re
are more than 7,000 ver y acid i c la kes in
which mos t of the com mon fish hav e died,
according to Ber nie Neary, super vis or of
Lake Management Studies at Dorset, Ont.

The other 12,000 lakes are aci dic enou gh
to damag e ot he r fo rms of pla n t and anima l
li fe, said the repor t, whi c h is a statis ti c a l ex-
trapola t ion of dat a collected bet ween 1978
and 1989 from 6,000 of Ont ario’s more
than 250,000 lakes.

Re c ent res earch is showing that biologi c a l
damag e is occur ring in lakes that wou ld not
be con sid ere d acid ified unde r the old defin i-
tion, Mr. Neary said.

"The tradit ion a l yardstick was whether or
not the re are fish in a lake. We find that
they are among the more tole r ant organisms
in a lake," Mr. Neary said.

"The take-home message here ... is that
there are many par ts of an aqu ati c food chain
and the re are var ying lev els of sensit ivity".

Mi c h ael Perley of the Canadian Coa lit ion
on Acid Rain said yest e r day that he was not
surpris ed by the hig h number of damag ed
la kes. The study confi rms rou gh estim ates
ma de five years ago by the department of
Fish eries and Oceans.

"I don’t think it wil l surpris e ve ry many
people when they hear that order of mag n i-
tude, unfor tun ately".

Abou t 7, 300 of the lakes are in the Sud -
bury regio n, whe re aci dific ation has been
caus ed primarily by emissio ns from local
Inco and Falconb ridge smelt e rs.

An othe r 11 ,000 are in are as affected by the
long-rang e transport of sulphu r pollutio n and
delive red in the for m of aci d rain and snow.

The U.S. Congres s will star t ag ain nex t we ek
consid ering the cle a n-air bil l spon s ore d by the
administ r ation of Pre sid e n t George Bush.
The bil l is desig ned to cut sulphu r diox ide
em issio ns by 10 mil lio n tonnes a year by the
ye ar 2000 or, at the lat est, 200 4.

The Cana dian gov ernment is cou nting on
that legisla t ion to cut U.S. aci d rain emis-
si ons whi c h damag e Cana dian lakes.

Last week, howeve r, sev eral gov ernors from
we s ter n st ates called a news conferenc e to
say that they did not want to have to pay for
what they perceiv ed to be a problem cau sed
by east e rn states.

Electr ical utilit ies oppos ed to the bil l have
been exp l oit i ng the differenc es between states
in an effor t to scu ttle the legisla t ion, Mr. Per-
le y said.

"I think what you are seeing is the battle
li nes for ming up and the war ning shots bei ng
fired across the bow s," Mr. Perley said.

"We’re really dow n to the ver y, ver y roug h
and rea dy str ugg le now".
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