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Gr ain moist ure test ings faulty, sur vey indicat es
Grain dealers are doi ng a poor job of test-

ing grain moi sture when farme rs deliv er their
harvest, judgi ng by the res ult s of a sur vey
conducted by the Ont ario Min is try of Agr i-
culture and Food last fall.

Only 55 per cent of the rea ding s the ele-
vato rs gav e farmers fel l within "accep table
st andards," according to a repor t that chief
in specto r Don Stockton of Guelph gav e ou t
this week.

The min is try’s inspect ors col lect e d 280 cor n
samples and submitt e d them to the Canadian
Grain Com missio n offic e in Chatham to be
che cke d ag ain st the rea ding s the grain eleva-
to rs provi ded to farme rs.

Tw enty-sev en per cent of the elevato rs’ rea d-
ings were too hig h, whi c h means the fame rs
we re paid les s than ful l value for thei r co rn.

Eighteen per cent were too low, whi c h
means the elevato rs paid farme rs more than
the agreed price.

A sim ilar sur vey inv olv ing 228 samples of
so ybeans indicated 71 per cent of the rea d-
ings the elevato rs provi ded fel l within accep t-
able standards, 12 per cent were too hig h and
17 per cent too low.

Accuracy cou ld be gre atly improve d if the
elev ato rs ran three tests on each deliv ery,
but alm o st all of them run only one test, the
repor t says .

"I t is unfor tun ate that only 29 samples in
the 1988 prog ram receiv ed more than one
‘d rop’ in testing," the repor t says .

"We believe that three ‘drops’ in hig her moi s-
ture samples is mos t im por tant."

The repor t also reco mmends that moi sture -
re ading equ ipment be che cke d at lea st on ce
a year and says the Ont ario Feed and Grain
Dealers Association "sh oul d pursue an equ ip-
ment maint enanc e prog ram for elevato r op -
erato rs."

St ockton als o warned that one of the two
digital-type scales on the marke t is not as
accur ate as the othe r, and said he believe s
it’s wor th the inv est ment to buy the more
accur ate model.
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