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Su cce ss of Norway’s cigar e tte ad ban disputed
BY GRAH AM FRASER
The Glo be and Mail_____________________
OTTAWA

Did the Nor wegia nban on tobacco adver-
tising in 1975 reduce smoking ,or didn’t i t?

The Cana dian Cancer Socie ty had Dr.
Kjell Bjartve i t, chair man of the Nor wegia n
Gove rnmen t’s Nation alCoun cil on Smoking
and Healt h, tel l a news conferen ce yest e r day
that the ban has sto pped an "alarming in-
crease" in smoking in Nor way sin ce 1950.

Dr. Bjartve i t argued that the adver tis ers and
cigarette manufacturers had dis t orted Nor we-
gi an statis ti cs by not showing the dramati c
in cre ases from 1950 to 1965, when a ban
was first endo rse dby the Nor wegia n Par-
li ament, thu ssuggesting that the adver isi ng
ban didn’t wor k.

Howeve r, Jean Boddewyn, a profe sso r of
marketing at the City Unive rsity of New Yor k,
ap peare dbefo re the parli ament ary com mitt ee
on Bil l C-51 on beh alf of the Canadian To-
bacco Manufacturers Cou nci l to argue that

adve rtising bans do not work. Nor way is
not a model , and Dr. Bjartve i t’s figure swe re
misl eading.

"I am not so sure that Nor way is such a
model cou ntr y", Mr. Boddewyn said. "Af ter
al l , this is a cou ntr y that has als o banned
priv ate radio and televisi on, that has als o
banned the adver tising of alc oholi c beve r a-
ge s... and that has als o banned the use of
prem iums in adver tising. In other words, a
rather intole r ant and uncompromisi ngcoun -
tr y, I wou ld say ".

Dr. Bjartve i t said that tobacco sales had
in cre ase d from 1,450 grams per capit a in
1950 -51 to 2,000 grams per capit a in 1969.

Fluctuation sthen took place bet ween1969,
when the Nor wegia n Parlia m en t en d orsed a
ban and 1975, when the ban was enforced,
and con sumption reache d2,100 grams per
capi ta.

Then, wit h enforcement of the act and three
pric e in cre ases, the con sumption fluctuat e d
and dro pped to a lit tle ove r1,800 grams per

capi ta in 1982 befo re creeping up slightly to
ju s t un d er1,900 grams per capit a in 1986.

"We feel the data we hav epres ent e dcl early
sh ow the re is an effect on child ren’s smoking ,"
Dr. Bjartve i t said, pres enting charts showing
that smoking by gir ls and boys at the age s
of 13, 14 and 15 had ris ento a peak in 1975,
when the ban was int rodu c e d, and then had
dropped off.

Mr. Boddewyn said that the MPs shoul d
qu estio n Dr. Bjartve i t’s premises, facts and
conclu sio ns.

"One of his charts implie sthat, wit hou tthe
ban, Nor wegia ntobacco con sumption wou ld
have kept incre asi ngfo r ev er", he tol d the com -
mitt ee. "This is non sen se sin ce the con sump -
tion of all mature produ cts lev els off or de-
cl ines soone r or lat e r, and such a lev elling
of f or decli ne of tobacco con sumption has
alre ady hap pen ed in cou ntr ies wit hou ta ban
– like Cana da."
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