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Success of Norway's cigarette ad ban disputed

BY GRAHAM FRASER
The Gobe and Mail

OTTAWA

Did the Norwegan ban on bbaco adver
tising in 1975 reclice snoking, or ddnit it?

The Canadan Caner Sdety had Dr.
Kjell Bjartveit, chairman d the Norwegan
Govemment National Caundl on Smaking
and Hedth, tell a rews onferene yesterda
that the ban ha gopped a "alaming in-
crease in smaoking in Norway $nce 1950.

Dr. Bjartveitargued trat the alverises and
cigarete mandacturers had dstated Norwe-
gian ddtistics by ot dhowing the damaic
incresses from 050 b 1965 when a kan
was first endosedby the Nrwegan Pa-
liament thus swggesing tha the averising
ban ddnt work.

However Jean Bddewyn a professor of
makeing at he Gty University of New York,
appeaedbdore the miliamentary commitee
on Bll C-51 m behdf of the Candian D-
bac® Manudacturers Courtil to ague ha

95-0420

advertising bars do rot wak. Norway is
nat a nmocel, and Dr. Bjartveits figureswere
misleadng.

"I am not  dure tha Norway s such a
modd courtry" Mr. Boddewyn said. ‘After
all, this is a ourtry that has o banred
private rado and Elevisian, tha has dso
banred the averising of dcohdic berera
ges... and ha has éso banred tre wse d
premums in averising. In ather words, a
rather intderant and mconpromising coun-
try, | would say"

Dr. Bjartveit sad tha tobaco sales ha
increased from 1450 gans per @pqta in
1950-8 to 2000 gans per @fita in 1969.

Fluduationsthen bok place ketween 1969,
when he Norwegan Paliament endsed a
ban and B75, when the ban vas eforced
and onampton reahed2100 grams pe
capita.

capita in 1982 bdore aeepng up dighly to
just unde1,900 gans per @pta in 1986.

"We fed the d#a we havepresatedcleary
shav thee is an &ed on dildrers smaking),
Dr. Bjartveit sad, pesating charts siowing
that sndking by girls and toys at he aes
of 13, ¥4 and 5 had iisento a peakn 1975,
when te an was ntroduced and then had
droppad of.

Mr. Boddewyn said tha the MPs $iauld
quesion Dr. Bjartveifs premises, fads and
condusonrs.

"One d his charts impliesthat, withoutthe
ban, Mrwegantobac® consimption would
hare kept increasingfor eve,' he old the com-
mittee. "This is ronsene snce the ©naimp-
tion of al mature produds leves off or de-
clines ©ner or latey and such a kvdling
off or dedine d tobac@ consimpton has
alrealy happenel in courtries withouta ban

Then with enbrcament o the at and hree - like Canada

price increases, the onsimpton fuduated
and dopped b a lttle over1,800 gans per



