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Poll giv es PCs 62%; Liberals only 23%
TORONTO (CP) – The federal Progres siv e Cons ervative par ty ha s
jumped to a record 62 per cent in popular sup por t while the Liber-
als hav e plunge d to an all-tim e low, a Gallup pol l rele ase d today in-
dicates.

The pol l said the Con ser vative s , un d er new lea de r Br ian Mul-
roney, had ris en 12 percent age poi nts from the 50-per-cent sup por t
they receiv ed in a sim ilar pol l la st mon th. The Liberals were the
choic e of 23 per cent of decid ed vot e rs pol led, while the NDP had
suppor t fr om 14 per cent.

With the lat est res ult, the Con ser vative s to pped the previous
re co r d sh owing of 60 per cent in the 10-ye ar-ol d his t ory of the
mont hly Gallup pol l. That mark was set in July, 1958, in the after-
math of John Diefe nbake r’s swe epi ng ele ction victo ry that March.

The lat est pol l, taken only days after Mul ron ey won an Aug. 29
byelection in the Nov a Scotia rid ing of Cent r al Nova and before he
ent e red the Com mon s, was base d on in-home int e rvie w s with 1,039
elig ible vot e rs.

Su ch pol ls are gen erally con sid ere d accur ate plu s or min u s fo ur
perc ent age poi nts 19 out of 20 tim e s , meaning Con ser vative sup por t
coul d be as hig h as 66 per cent or as low as 58 per cent and Liberal

suppor t as hig h as 27 per cent or as low as 19 per cent.

The res ult s woul d be affected fur the r with a shift eit her way in the
number of unde cid ed vot e rs pol led.

Gallup says the number of unde cid ed respondents inc rea s ed by
eight percent age poi nts to 34 per cent.

"The Gallup shows a massiv e rep u diation of the Liberal par ty", Mul-
roney said in an int e rvie w.

"I t is a histo ric situation. It shows growing confid e n ce in the Con -
se rvative s in all are as of the cou ntr y and in all linguis ti c gr oups and
it is an urgent appeal for a new gov ernment."

So massiv e wa s the sur ge, the Con ser vative s tied the Liberals
among those pol led in Quebec, whe re they won only 12 per cent of
the popular vot e in the 1980 federal ele ction.

The Con ser vative s held a 2-to-1 margi n ov er the Liberals in Ont ario
and were sup por ted by two of eve ry three of those pol led in the West.

Bu t Senato r Keit h Dave y, a senior Trudeau advis or, said he does
not believe the Gallup res ult s.

"I t is not what our pol l is showing ", he said, adding the Con ser-
vative s "hav e nowhere to go but dow n."
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