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NDP gains while Tor ies sli p in pol l
TORONTO (CP) – Sup por t fo r the federal
Prog res siv e Cons ervative s is sli ppi ng among
co mmitt e d vo ters while the New Dem ocr a-
ti c Party is gaining favou r, a Gallup pol l re -
le ase d today sugge s t s.

The Aug u s t poll, con duct e d eight weeks
after Brian Mul ron ey was chosen the new
Cons ervative lea de r, said 50 per cent of de-
ci ded vot e rs wou ld sup por t the Con ser va-
tive s in an ele ction, a dro p of five percent age
poin t s fr om a July pol l.

At the same tim e, the pol l sugg ests, the
NDP inc rea s ed its share to 20 per cent
fr om 16 per cent a mon th earli er, while the
Li berals garnered 28 per cent, up one per-
cent age poi nt.

Tw enty-six percent said they were unde-
ci ded compare d with 23 per cent in July.

"Not hing much has change d," Con ser va-
tive par ty presid e n t Peter Elzinga said of the

re sul ts. "We’re stil l wel l ahea d, the Liberals
are stil l in ser iou s troub le and the NDP has
ju s t cli mbed up from rock bottom ."

NDP lea de r Ed Broadbent said the res ult s
"are a ver y good sig n fo r the New Dem oc-
rati c Party rig ht across Cana da and it wil l
mean that our own members wil l be goi ng
in t o Parlia mant more det e rmine d than eve r".

Parlia m e n t reopens Mon d ay.

The pol l is base d on inter vie w s with 1,055
people and is accur ate to wit hin fou r perc en-
tage poi nts 19 tim e s ou t of 20, says Gallup.

This means Con ser vative sup por t coul d
rang e fr on 46 to 54 per cent of decid ed vot e rs,
the NDP’s bet ween 16 and 24 per cent and
the Liberals’ bet ween 24 and 32 per cent.

The pol l prov ides no pre cis e regio nal
breakdown becau se the sma l ler sample size
fo r each regio n in cre ases the margi n of er-
ro r. But it sugge s t s the NDP’s gains came

at Con ser vative expense in the Atlantic pro -
vi nces, Ont ario and the West.

Re ache d We dnesday nig ht in Liv erpool,
N. S., whe re he is att ending a federal cau cus
me eting, Broadbent said Cana dians are lis-
tening to the par ty’s mes sage on medicare
and unemplo ym e n t "a n d that’s encou rag ing ".

Fe deral Labou r Mi nis er And re Ouellet,
remarking on the app are n t dip in Con ser va-
tive sup por t, said "The situation seems to be
co m ing back to nor mal and the gap be-
tween the Con ser vative s and the NDP
sh oul d shrink in the coming mon ths.

Ouel let, att ending a Quebec Liberal cau-
cus meeting at a Quebec resor t, said he be-
li eve s the Liberal popularity wil l in cre ase as
anti-inflation mea s ure s and job cre ation
mea s ure s take effect.

"We’re stil l rela t ive y low but I’m not sur-
pris ed by the situation."
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