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FIRM FINED FOR SELLING

UNDERWEIGHT CHIPS
Prov incia l Ju dge J.F. McCormick fine d Ho stess Food Produ cts Ltd.

$3,000 today after the Cambr idge firm ple ade d guilty in Kit chen er cou rt
to three charges of sel ling unde rweight bag s of pot ato chips.

The charges were laid fol low ing an inv estig a t ion in April, 1981, by the
department of con sum er and corporate affairs at the Hos tes s plant, 1001
Bi sho p St.

Specia l pros ecu to r Dar r yl Var ney of Kit chen er tol d the cou rt the inv es-
tigation was the res ult of a con sum er complaint.

Varney said inv estig a tors raide d the pla n t April 28, 1981, and inspect e d
pack agi ng procedure s. They then took random samplings of package d
potato chips, using exh austiv e procedure s in the Act.

The speci al prose cutor said as many as 45 per cent of the samples were
fo und deficie n t in weight. As a res ult Hos tes s wa s charged with sel ling a
400 -gram bag of pot ato chips that con taine d only 356 grams, a 300 -
gr am bag that con taine d only 284 grams, and a 42-gram bag that con-
tain ed only 35 grams.

Te rry Ellwood of Toron t o, corporate cou nsel for Gen eral Foods, told
the judge pot ato chips are diffic ult to weigh.
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