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Spae agneeb warnngs brushel
asde bdore Challenga exgdoded

ROGER BOISJOLY
US ROCKET ENGINEER
25-41938 - 612012

ROGER Bigoly, an egineerwhosewarn-
ings d catastiophy were ignaedon the ee
of the B86 Challenger spae $utle dsaster
which killed ®ven cew menbeas ad
plunged the US @ace pograminto crisis
hasdied ged73.

Boisjdy worked @ Morton Thioool, the
conpany tha mace swutle boosterrockds.
In his time he hd wathedseverd success-
ful shutle laurches, mduding Discovery on
Janary 24, 1985.

Examiming Discoverys disardedbodstes,
he was lorrified that ®ak in the odess hed
been hurred through Only a £mnday seal
hadpreventedDiscovery becoming a frebdl.

By the midde o tha yea, Boigoly thaugh

he ha identfied the faut, and wrote a eport
to akrtthe company and NASA.

The problem was ha in cold tempera-
tures,the sak' rubbe diffenel and became
morelikely to fail. Morton Thiocol formed
a gudy goup kut, by Jnuay 27, 1986 as
temperduresdropped to zero on he ee d
Challenga’s blag-off, little progresshadbeen
mack. In a pedaurch onference he and
four other enginees cemanded the laurch
be pstponed

But their tesimony was bushel asice.
The rext day, unable to watd, Hs worries
seened unfourded He had epeded tre
sals to fil on the burch pad. As Chal-
lenger cleaedthe laurch taver acdleagle
whispered b him: "We st dalgeda hullet!
Seonds laterthe pacecrdt exploded

RogerMark Boigoly was tornin Lowell,
Massichusets, and stded mechanicaérgin-

‘Challenger (Pat 7)
W H. Chery

eerng d the dty’'s wiversity. He then waked
for agospae ompanies n Calfornia on
projeds induding NASAs lunar nodule and
the moon vehtle.

After the Challenger disaser, Boigoly ex-
peiencednterse £dings d guilt and depres-
sion not hdped ly the fad tha mary in the
businesshe bved rejectedhim as an owel
comewhistebbwer

Boisjdy is aurvived by his wife, he br
merRokertaMalcdm, and two dagtters.
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