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Tu i tion Hikes Driving Up Debt
RISING tuit ion fees hav e le d to an ex-

plo sio n in student debt in recent
ye ars, according to a new study relea s ed in
April by Statis ti cs Cana da.

On ave r age, unde rgr a duates repor ting stu -
dent debt owe dabou t $20,000 in 2000 and
college graduates owe d almos t $1 3,000.
That’s a big inc rea s efr om just five years ago.

"Students in bachelo r prog rams who grad -
uated in 2000 owe dabou t30 per cent more
than the cla s sof 1995 and 76 per cent more
than the cla s s of 1990 (in 2000 con stant
dollars)," the repor t conclu ded . "Col lege
gr a duates wit h gove rnm e n t student loa ns
owe d21 per cent more than in 1995 and 76

per cent more than the cla s sof 1990."
Mo st edu cation debt was owe dto gov ern -

ment student loa n prog rams. In tot al, 41
per cent of col lege students and 45 per cent
of bachelo r students graduated with gov ern -
ment student loa ns.

Student groups say the bla m efo r the rapid
rise in student debt rests squ arely wit h gov-
er nments.

"P aul Mar tin exacerbat e dthis problem in
the recent federal budge tby inc rea sing loa n
ceilings for thos ealrea dy deepest in debt,"
said Ian Boyko, nation a lchairperson of the
Cana dian Federation of Students. "Grants,
not more loa ns ,are what deeply indebted

students need ."
The Stats canstudy als o fo und that nearly

on e in fou r gr a duates is exper iencing diffi -
culty in rep ayi ng their student loa n.

"Bo th lev els of gov ernment share the bla m e
fo r this alarming tre n d," Boyko said. "Fe deral
funding cuts and skyrock eting tuition fees
are indebting an entire gen eration."

The tre n dtowards gre ater debt bor ne by
gr a duates can be rev ersed with gradual tui-
tion reduction s and the int roduction of a
co mpreh e nsive sys tem of needs-base d
gr ants,Bo yko said.
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