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‘Itsagirl’ Sowhat?

ANNE KINGSTON

s it ime to redace that tomily, "Suga

and pice and everything nice, thet's wha

litle grls ae male d; with, "Litigaton
and diorce, and mrentalsufering, thats wha
little grls ae male d"? The amsweris a e-
saundirg "yes at leastacordng to the melia
attention given a recent sudy by Ameiican
emnamists Grdon B DaH and Enrico
Moreti.

The pair ariginally intendedo invesigae
why the wagegap ketween men and women
perssts. Did it, they wondeed resut from
preferental tregment gven boys from birth?
So hey dug trough cersis figuresreview-
ing dvorce rates and came p with, "The
Demandfor Sans Evidencefrom Divorce,
Fetility and Shotgin Marriagesin the US.
and Aound the World; pubished a éw
maonths @a.

The dudy doesrt answver the wage gap
queston. But it does reveal boys might pro-
vide maital ballag. Parents & one drl, it
found, are 56% more likely to dvorcethan
the parents d a boy; the Ikelihood d mari-
tal brealdown rises © 13. 246 when a oupk
has four girls. They dso dismveaed that
divorced women with girls ae lesslikely to
remary than dvorced women vith boys,
which ha keen intepretedto mean dagh-
ters ae a iability in the narriage narket

Additionaly, it fourd parents & three dgrls
are 4% nore likely to try for anather dild
than a oupk with three boys. And tha
unmaried cauples who find at their child
is a loy ae moreikely to wed.

The aline magazine Sate gave the stidy
big pay. "Oh, No: Its a Grl! Do dauditers
causedivorce?" ssseted All overthe world,
boys rold marriagestogeterand dgrls break
them . On Sundg, The New York Times

took a #milarly alarmist tone with its head
line"Its a Grl! (Will the Economy Siffer?).’

But before the handrringers dart compar-
ing the US to India or Ching courtries n
which femde dild infantidde and &xrela-
ted dortions ae ftagicaly comron, lets
put the gudy in perspedive.

Yes,we @n eadthe rumbers which it
shald be roted are dten ro lamger than
staistical margins of error, to mean sns
improve te qidity of maried life. But
thee ae caintes aher ways b cad them.
Cauld it be tha mothes of boys ae mae
likely to put up with miserble mariages
becausethey kelieve thdr sonsneeda nale
roe model? Or could fathers’ tendeniesto
bond nore readly with sans resut in them
bang more cevded ftrers and hudhands?

Why not turnthe findingsarourd and ask
"Does a dvorce causegirls? We know that
X (@irl) and Y (boy) perm behae dffer
enty. Concepton of boys is nore likely to
ocar o the dg of ovulation; gdrls ae
morelikely to be oneiveda mupk o days
bdore or dter When pem is frozen, Y
spermare nore likely to survive. Coul it
be ha coupks under strai — thase whose
marriagesare nostlikely to end in dvorce
— experiencechamical fuduationsthat influ-
encespermformaior? We corit know. Smi-
larly, the fiding tha divorced moterss o
girls ae lkesslikely to remary could mean
that nothes ae more sledive @aut the men
theyre willing to kring into her daughers’
lives

Indeed if we want &idence that Hue
trumps gnk, or"maguine” aut-musdes'fe-
mining' the déa mardhalled i the stidy are
less onpdling than a tne at pevaiing
sacid behaiour. The nostliberged yum-
my-mumny would soonerswadile rer ittle
boy in polyeser than n pnk, thaughtheies
no sich sigma aéaut a gl in bue. Cong-
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deralso ha the tendfor"strong"maguine
names dr grls such as $dney, Alex, and
Morgandoesit extend to a evival d Ledie,
Frands, and Qare for boys. Then hees
the reflexive ndencyto gve chidren their
their fathels surrame evenmarried women
who ke thér maiden name andnmaried
women puindy do it. Lek dso consder
whetter Marcdle Ryan, the BC. woman who
sucesdully contested heparentswill recantly,
claming tha they disaiminaed aairst he
from hirth beaue $e was a gl, would
hae een as ympaheic to the ourt had
shebeen a nan Sdistics, & malledle s
PlayDoh, ae inddiousthings Accurae or
na, they infiltrate their way into cuturd
mythdogy and érm public opinion.

Reall tha erroneussta from the D80s
that women @er age40 ae nore likely to
be Klled ly a terrorist than narry It may
be row fruer than eer but it remans a
fallacy. Yet i continuego be drculated.

What most troubing abaut the reports
findings B rot tha such amall numbers ae
bdng gven such hbig play, but rether tre gin
theyve recéved which swygests grls ae a
liability. Why rot highlight the fad tha the
divorce rate for prents vith girls has dop-
ped from being 8% hgher in the B40s?
Or tha the #6 o parents vith three girls
who try for nather dnild in the US is mini-
salle rextto more qopresive, male-centric
scciefe® In Mexico, the number s doser
to P0; in Viemam tsB% and n Ching
beore the ae-child pdicy was mposel in
1982, t was 9%

As for The New York Times freighted on-
cernas b wheher tre economy will sufer
if "Its a QGrl} the asweris dovious Of
course nd. That nmyskeriouswage gap the
original, now lost focus d the stidy which
ses women id lessfor equd labour, will
seeto tha.
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