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Fee hikes not for cing stude nts away
________________________________________________

Fears that rising tuition has lim ited acces sto unive rsity may be misplaced, study sug ge s t s
BY CAROLINE ALPHONSO
EDUCATION REPORTER

Risi ng tuit ion fees are not keepi ng students
off univ ersity campuses.

A new Statis ti cs Cana dastudy shows that
the gap bet ween students from hig h- and
low-income famili es att ending unive rsity has
narrowe d in the past decade, flyi ng in the
face of criti cs who say rising tuition fees
li mit s acces sto hig her education.

St i ll, the price of a unive rsity edu cation is
high. You ng people are bor row ing more
and holding dow n part-tim e jo b s ju s t to fi-
nanc ethei r schooli ng, student lobby groups
say.

"Unive rsity has alw ays sor t of been the
domain of the more wel l-to-do. But we’v e
go t good news – the lowe s tin come group
are doi ng better", said Miles Corak, directo r
of family and labou rstudie sat Stats can.

The study, whi c h assesse dthe relation -
ship bet ween schooli ng and family income,
sh owe d that the number of students
att ending unive rsity wit h fa m ily incomes of
$25,000 or les s ha sdoub led ove r the past
two deca des.

Furthe rmo re, the par ticip ation rat eof this
gr oup is slowly sneak ing up to that of
students whose pare n t s ma ke more than
$100,000.

Bu r Mr. Corak finds it dis tur bing that the
perc ent age of students from middle-in come
fa m ili es att ending unive rsity has not change d
ov er the past two deca des. In some ins tan -
ces, that number has eve nslip ped .

"Tuition fees are hig h enou gh to be expen -
sive, but thei r [fa m ily] income is too hig h to
allow thes ekids to get more acces sto loa ns."

Ja m e s Ku sie of the Canadian Allia n ce of
Student Association s, a student lobby group,
blames student assis tanc eprog rams for this
trend . He said that thes eprog rams set un-
re a lis ti c a l ly hig h pare n tal con tributio n ex pec-
tation s. "The sys tem just isn’t wor king for
them ."

Mr. Kusie added: "The par ticip ation gap
may not have inc rea s ed, but the bur den of
particip ating on lowe r- and middle -in come
fa m ili es defi nit ely has."

Fo r Curtis McGrat h, att ending unive rsity
is the only way to land a good job, despi te
co m ing from what he des cribes as a low-
in come family and bei ng sa ddled with a
$35,000 debt when he graduates.

As he complet es his deg ree in busin ess
ma n agement at Dalhousie Unive rsity in Hali-
fax this year, Mr. McGrat h, 22, is wor king to
pay for his schooli ng and liv ing expenses –
both of whi c hhave been inc rea sing each year.

His friends from hig her-income famili es
have use dthei r spring bre a k sto go on vaca-
tion, while Mr. McGrat hha swo rke ddu ring
his time off.

"You hav eto pla n, you hav eto budge tand
you hav eto be caref ul about how much you
spend becau se if you go ove r, then you can’t
retur n the nex tye ar".

St i ll, Kjell Rubenson, a profes sor at the Uni-
ve rsity of Britis hColu mbia and co-directo r of
it s Cent re for Poli cy Studies in Hig her Edu -
cation and Train ing, says the Stats canstudy
prov ides evidenc ethat tuition -fe e in cre ases
do not necessarily keep students away.

He acknowledge dthat students’ l oa nsare

not hig h enou gh to cov er pre sent-day cos t s ,
but they did increa s efo r a per iod in the
early 1990s to keep up wit h tuit ion.

"One cou ld make an argum e n tthat wit h
higher fees, the sys tem manage dto cre ate a
good amoun t of scholarships and bursaries
fo r thos e who cannot afford [a unive rsity
education]," he said.

The Stats can study, howeve r, did not
ex amine the past coup le of years, a  tim e in
which B.C. students faced large fee inc rea -
ses. With the lifting of a fre eze on tuition,
the cos tof studying ros e30 per cent this fall.

Mr. Rubenson said tim e will tel l how this
fe e in cre ase affects students. He added,
howeve r, that pro per financia l aid may hel p
av oid a big decli ne in the number of
students att ending unive rsity.

Bu t Mr. McGrat h, who sur viv es on the
bare necessit ies so he can pay his tuition,
said the rising cos t s may keep him from
go ing to graduate school .

"Edu cation needs to be con sid ere d an in-
ve s tment and not an expense on the income
st atement."
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Despit e risi ngtuit ion fees, the re’s been a nar row ing of the gap bet ween the
number of unive rsity students from hig h- and low-income famili es ove r the
past 2 decades. Lowe r-income students are bor row ing more to go to school .
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