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Fee hikes not forcing students away

‘Tuition ees (Ch. 2

STAT 231 —WH. Chery

Fears ha rising tuition has imited acessto wniversity may be msplaced sudy suggests

BY CAROLINE ALPHONSO
EDUCATION REPCRTER

Rising tuition fees ae ot keguing gudents
off university canpuses.

A new Sdtistics Canadastudy shows that
the gap ketween qudents fom high- and
low-income aimiies dtending wniversity has
narrowed in the @g decae, fling in the
face d critics who sg rising tuition fees
limits acessto higher edication

Still, the pgice d a university eduation is
high. Young peqle ae lorrowing nore
and hdding dwn part-time jobsjust to fi-
nancetheir schooling, gudent bbby groups
Sgy.

"University has dways ort of been the
doman of the nore well-to-da But weve
got good rews — he bwestincome goup
are ching beter' said Miles @rak, dredor
of famiy and lbour studesat Satscan

The dudy, which assesedthe relation-
ship between shooling and famiy income
shaved that te number d students
attending wiversity with famiy incomes 6
$25000 o less haglaubked wer the pag
two decades

Futhemmore the mricipation rateof this
graup s dowly sneaking up o tha of
students vihose paents ma& nore tan
$100,000.

Bur Mr. Cora finds it dsturbing that the
pecentge of sudents fom middleincome
famiies atending wiversity has rot chaiged
ove the m@g two decades In ome nstn-
ces, ha number has eenslipped.

"Tuition fees ae hgh eroudh to be epen-
sive, but their [famiy] income & oo tigh to
allow thesekids b get more acessto loans

James Kusi of the Candian Aliane o
Student Asodations a sudent bbby group,
blames sident asstanceprograns for ths
trend. He sid tha theseprograns st n-
reaisticaly high parenal contibuton expec
tations. "The gsem st srt working for
ther.

Mr. Kuse added "The paricipation gap
may not have increase, kut the kurden d
paticipatig on bwer and midde-income
famiies cefintely has
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Despte risingtuition fees, hees been a rarrowing d the gp tetween the
number d university sudents fom high- and low-income imiies over the
pag 2 decaeds Lowerinoome stidents ae borrowing nore to go to shool.
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For Cutis McGrath dtending wiversity
is the aly way © land a god pb, degite
comig from wha he deseibes & a bw-
income fmiy and bkeing sadlled with a
$35,000 el when he grduaes.

As he ompletes Hs degee n busness
mangement & Dalhouge University in Hali-
fax this yea, Mr. McGrath 22, is working b
pay for his <hooling and Iving experses —
bath o whichhave been increaimg each yea.

His friends from higherincome &miies
hase wsedtheir spring lreakso g on va@a-
tion, while Mr. McGrath hasworked during
his time df.

"You haveto dan, you haveto budgetand
you haveto be carefu abaut how nuch you
spend kecaue if you go eer then ya cart
returnthe rextyea

Still, Kjell Rubersm, a pofessr & the Lhi-
versity of British Cdumbia and @-diredor of
its Centre for Policy Studies n Higher Edu-
cdion and Taning, sys he Satscanstudy
provides gidencethat witionfee increases
do not recessarily keegp gudents avay.

He aknowledgedthat gudents|oansare
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nat high erouch to ove preentday osts,
but trey dd increasefor a period in the
ealy 1990s b keg up with tuition.

"One ould make an argumentthat with
higher fees, the gsem nangiedto aede a
good anaunt of schdarships and thursaies
for those who camat &fford B wniversity
eduatior];' he said.

The Sascan study, however dd not
exanine he @g coupk of yeas, a imein
which B.C. dudents &eed hrge £e hcrea-
ses. Wih the lifting of a feeze m tuition,
the astof sudying rose30 pe cent his fall.

Mr. Rubersan said time will tell how this
fee incese d&eds sudents He added,
however tha proper finandal aid may telp
avad a bg dedine in te nunber d
students ¢ending wniversity.

But Mr. McGrath who sunvives on he
bae recessties ® he @n @y hs tuition,
sal the ising costsmay keep hm from
going b gaduae shool.

"Eduation reed to ke mnsderedan n-
vesiment and not anxperse m the ncome
staement




