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Falling fertility rates means fewer workers

BY DAWN WALTON, CALGARY

Immigration will becomeone of the nost
cruwcid isswes d the @nury for caunties
suth as @Gnadathat have dedining birth
rates, acordng to the denogaphy guru at
the United Nations.

Joeph Chame, dredor of the UN's popu-
lation dvisian, said a cedine in ferility rates
will mean &bour shatagesfor industial-
ized ourtries unlessimmigrants sep n as
redacament wakers or lesdentsstat having
morebéabies

"It will be the hot tgic for mary coun
tries,he sid in an nteview yesterdg dter
speaking © the Cafjary Chanber of Com-
merce

"[There will bg conpetition for tdened,
skilled, unilled and £mi-skilled workers.

As a eslt, Mr. Chame predcts tha in the
not-o-distantfuture many more pegple will
move from courtry to courtry.

Stdistics Canadahis week revealed cesis

02-0820

figuresthat $1owv the ourtrys ferility rate
at 15 children repreening the aeraye rum-
be of children a woman will have diring
herlifeime.

Thats far lowerthan a ateof 2.1 dildren
pe woman reeckd b maintan the ppua-
tion.

At the curent iate the @urtrys popua-
tion, which now stands at a ittle more than
30 nillion, will stop growing within nine
yeas, an epertswggestedealier this week.

Before the ®rsus was eleassed the UN
predcted Ganada popuation would reach
40 million by the ya 2050.

Canadais not abne in fadng potental
popuation problems.

In the B50s women waoldwide had an av-
ergye of fire dhildrenduring ther lifeimes

That gldod figure has dopped to 27 cild-
ren acoordng to the UN. ltay and &pan,
for exanple, have eva lower fertility rates
than Canda.

‘Ferility rates (Ch. 4y

STAT 231 —WH. Chery

A lot o peqole ae tolding df having dild-
renand ae having fewer d then as vomen
increasingly foaus o ther carees and elu@-
tion, and & @ntracetion has become nore
widdy availale, Mr. Chame eplained

"This is a onernfor mary governments
becauseof the delining, agng popuation;
Mr. Chame said.

"Peope making snall,individud dedsions,
[ard having enormous national and dpbal
consguances he said. Governments, he @
ded are begiming © consder the mplica-
tionsof wha's going on in he kedioom.

The popuation cedine dfeds not aly the
labour force, but sdools persians, invest
ment consumption taxation rates and indi-
vidud househtals.

Mr. Chame rotedthat curtries sich as
Gamary, whichin the mg has ben eluc-
tant to @en its bordess o immigration, are
now consdering relaxing immigration policies
in order © prop up ter popuation base.



