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Gr aha m wo n’t make summit est imate
BY HEATHER SCOFFIELD, OTTAWA

Fo reign Affairs Min is ter Bil l Graham has
reje cted the Cana dian Allia n ce’s cla im that
the price tag for this Jun e’s Group of Eig ht
summit in Alber ta will run as hig h as
$500 -mil lio n, but he says he won’t be able
to giv e a cos t estim ate until after the meeting.

Fe deral sou rces say cabin et has alrea dy
adde d up the probable cos t s and set asi de
mo re than $300 -mil lio n fo r the 36-hour
ev ent in Kanana skis at the end of Jun e.

Bu t Mr. Graham said yest e r day the price
tag wil l be in the hands of secur ity autho-
rities.

"I t will totally depend on what the risk
analys es of the RCMP and the secur ity au-
thor ities [are] at the tim e of the conferenc e.
It wil l go up and down in rela t ion to that.
So I think we just have to wait until after it’s
ov er and have a look," he tol d repor ters after
being que s tion ed by the Canadian Allia n-
ce’s foreign affa i rs criti c, Stock well Day.

Mr. Graham sugge s ted that secur ity autho-
rities wil l have to spend whateve r it takes to
give world lea de rs the protection they need .

"The range s will be more in the minds of
the secur ity author ities, as we start looking
at exactly what they’re goi ng to put in place,"
he said. "Thei r re sponsib i lit es wil l be to

prov ide the secur ity for thos e wo r ld le ade rs.
They’r e not goi ng to come here unles s that
se cur ity is provi ded ."

Fe deral sou rces say that mon ths ago cabi-
net approve d almos t $1 20-millio n to cov er the
wo rst-case scenario of hol d ing the sum mit in
Ottawa . Bu t cos t s have more than doub led
si nce mov ing it to the resor t. A se con d por-
tion of abou t $1 32-mil lio n wa s ap prove d.
And then this mon th, a cabin et com mitt e e
ap prove d a thi rd ins tallment, bring ing the total
allot ment to slig htly more than $300 -mil lio n.

"We think it’s goi ng to approach half a bil-
li on," Mr. Day said, adding that the federal
gove rnm e n t tends to exc e e d it s ow n estim ates.
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