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Fa lling fertility rat es means fewe r wo rke rs
BY DAWN WALTON, CALGARY

Immigr ation wil l beco m e on e of the mos t
cr uci al issues of the centur y fo r coun tries
su ch as Cana da that hav e de cli ning bir th
rates, according to the demogr aphy gur u at
the United Nation s.

Jo seph Chamie, directo r of the UN’s popu -
la t ion div isi on, said a decli ne in fer tility rat es
will mean labou r sh ortag es for indust ria l-
ized cou ntr ies unles s im mig rants step in as
replacement workers or resid e n t s st art hav ing
mo re babies.

"I t will be the hot topi c fo r ma ny cou n-
tr ies," he said in an int e rvie w ye s terday, after
speak ing to the Calgary Chamber of Com -
me rc e.

"[There wil l be] competition for tale n ted,
sk ille d, unskilled and sem i-skilled wor kers."

As a res ult, Mr. Chamie pre dicts that in the
not-so-dist ant fu ture many more people wil l
move from cou ntr y to cou ntr y.

St atis ti cs Cana da this week rev ealed cens us

fig ure s that show the cou ntr y’s fer tility rat e
at 1.5 chil dre n, repre senting the ave r age num -
ber of chil dre n a woman wil l have dur ing
he r li fetim e.

That’s far lowe r than a rat e of 2.1 chil dre n
per woman needed to maint ain the popula -
tion.

At the current rat e, the cou ntr y’s popula -
tion, whi c h now stands at a  lit tle more than
30 mil lio n, wil l sto p gr owing wit hin nin e
ye ars, an exper t sugg est e d earlie r this week.

Befo re the census was relea s ed, the UN
predicted Cana da’s popula t ion wou ld reach
40 mil lio n by the year 2050.

Cana da is not alon e in facing pot entia l
popula t ion problems.

In the 1950s, women worldw ide had an av-
erage of five chil dre n du ring their lifetim e s.

That glo bal figure has dro pped to 2.7 chil d-
re n, according to the UN. Italy and Jap an,
fo r ex ample, hav e ev en lowe r fe rtility rat es
than Canada .

A lot of people are hol d ing off hav ing chil d-
re n and are hav ing fewer of them as women
in cre asi ngly focus on their care e rs and edu ca-
tion, and as con traceptio n ha s beco m e mo re
widely availa ble, Mr. Chamie exp lain ed.

"This is a con cer n fo r ma ny gov ernments
becaus e of the decli ning, agi ng popula t ion,"
Mr. Chamie said.

"People mak ing sma l l, indivi d ual deci sio ns,
[are] hav ing eno rmous nation a l and glo bal
cons equ enc es," he said. Gov ernments, he ad-
de d, are beginning to con sid er the implica -
tion s of what’s goi ng on in the bed room.

The popula t ion decli ne affects not only the
la bou r fo rce, but school s, pensi ons , inve s t-
ment, con sump tion, taxation rat es and indi-
vi d ual hous eholds.

Mr. Chamie not e d that cou ntr ies such as
Germany, whi c h in the past has been reluc-
tant to open its borders to immig ration, are
now con sid ering rela xing immig ration poli cie s
in order to pro p up their popula t ion base.
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