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Ne arly a third of people ove r 80
too imp a ire d to drive, inque st told

BY GAY ABBATE

Thir ty per cent of people ove r the age of 80
have cog n itive imp air ment that affects their
ability to drive safely, but no one knows
how many are stil l on the roa d, a coron er’s
in que s t wa s told yest e r day.

"I expect that the vast maj ority hav e vol-
un tarily sto pped drivi ng," said Bar r y Gold -
li st, a docto r and Unive rsity of Toron t o pro-
fe sso r whos e ex per tis e is geriat ric medicin e.

Thes e drive rs pos e a problem for public
safety, Dr. Gol dli st said, and a study is need -
ed to det e rmine their number. A Cana dian
study on health and agi ng don e in the early
1990s came up wit h the 30-per-cent figure,
he said.

The cor rela t ion bet ween age and the abili-
ty to drive is the focus of an inque s t that be-
ga n this week in Toron t o. It is looking into
the circumstanc es surrou nding the death of
Be th Kidn ie on April 4, 2000, as she cross -

ed a street on a gre en lig ht.

The drive r who kil led the 42-year-ol d
mo the r of three you ng chil dre n wa s 84 at
the tim e. Pilar Hicks was drivi ng at nig ht
along a resid e n tia l st reet at no more than 15
kilo m etres an hour when she made a rig ht
turn, str iking Mrs. Kidn ie twice.

The secon d bl ow cau sed Mrs. Kidn ie to
fa l l un d er the veh icle. She was dragg ed al-
mos t a kilo m etre to her death.

Dr. Gol dli st testifie d that the re is no direct
li nk bet ween agi ng and drivi ng. "Ag ing alon e
ha s li ttle effect on drivi ng skills," he said, ad-
ding that the ability to drive is lim ited in
ol d er people by phy sical or cog n itive prob-
le ms that affect their ability to think, pla n
and react.

He tol d the jur y that he rev i ewe d Mrs.
Hi cks’s medical records and fou nd no evi-
denc e of phy sical or ment al condition s that
woul d have affected her ability to drive safely.

Mrs. Hicks, who wil l not be testifyi ng
du ring the two-week hearing becau se of her
ag e, has tol d he r fa m ily and doct ors that she
ha s no recol lectio n of the incid e n t or of how
it hap pen ed.

After hearing the fat al nig ht’s eve n t s re -
coun ted, Dr. Gol dli st said that "I’d want to
assess her ment al st ate" becau se a cog n itive
proble m might hav e playe d a role.

"When someon e behave s in a manne r that
is not rig ht you need to test for cog n itive
proble ms," he tol d repor ters.

He exp lain ed that the early stage s of de-
mentia can go undetected by family docto rs
in people who have good socia l sk ills. The
ju ry has heard that Mrs. Hicks was a ver y
soci al person who dre sse d wel l and looke d
mu ch you ng er than her years.

Mrs. Hicks, now 86, was convi cted of cri-
minal neglig enc e causing death and giv en a
15 -mont h sent enc e to be ser ved in her home.
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