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High Court to Weigh Census Estimates

By Chales Lane

Washington Post Sarvice
WASHINGTON — The Suipreme Gourt an-
nauned Teslay tha it would hear argu-
ments n a @e tha could dfed the egonal
and mrisan maleyp of the Huse o
Repesntdives,in which Repubicars told

a 9m mgority over Democrds.

At isste is Uahs daim tha the 200
censts sed an impernissble method ©
esimate a mrion of the mpuation. The
resilt, accordng to the daim, is tha North
Cadina will getan aldtional seat in tis
Novenbea's dedionsthat $auld hare gone
to Utah.

In the curent GrgressUtah has 3 Hue
members, 2 ¢ than Republicars, while North
Cadina las 2 — 5 Demards and 7 B-
puwblicars. The curent breaklovn o the
Houe as a wde is 22 Repuwlicars, 21
Democras and 2rdependents

The gatistical method, which is clled
"hot-dedk imputatdn, has ben ugd ly the
Censts Burear snce 960. When @rsus-
takers ama detemine dter rrepeded
attenpts, whether a @ricular househtl is
ocauped or not, they "impute' a number of
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resdentson te kass of reighbor house-
holds.

Utah agues ha the mehod violates he
consttutional requirement br "an atud enu-
merdion' of all U.S resdentsevey 10 yeas
and @es aairst a éderdlaw bannng the
useof "sanpling" by the @rsws in any court
done br puposes of gportoning House
sats. A threejudge pand in a federd
caurtin Utah ypheld the mettod. But Utah
appeabd wnder spedal rules that permit
parfes in certan cages to #empt dired
appeak to he Sipreme Gourt without first
going © a bwerappeak ourt.

Without additional comment the ourt
sad Tueslay tha it would hold a heaing D
deernine whether it has prisdction in he
dispute

If the @urt detemines it has prisdction,
it will then deide the cae

That kaves open the cucid questn of
when the cae night be read.

Eledionsfor all 435 House ®ds ke dace
in November But becau® d the ourt’s in-
terral timetable, hee would not be enaugh
time br the @ to ke agued bdore te
justiees @ on a hree month summer reces
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at the end 6June

Caurt rules,howvever, pernit the pariesto
move Pr epedted condderation, so he
caurt cauld put tre case on a &der trak if
requested

The federd government joined ky North
Cadina, agues ha the mé¢hod is rot ran-
dom and $ mot a brm of sanpling, in
which a hrge ppuatiors characteistics ae
asignal on he kags of a pojedion of he
chaacteistics fourd in a smdl, randomy-
sdeded anple.

In the 2000 Ceists, mputaidbn acoourted
for 0.4 pecent of the toal popuation of
28L4 million. North Cardina receved a
0.4 pecent bocst from imputadn; Uah
recéved only 0.2 percent.

In anather dedsion Tuesday the ourt ruled
that dates may keep violentsexud offendes
locked up keyand ther prisa terms anly if
they prove ha the dfendes ladk some glf
control. In a parial victory for Kanss, he
justiees wted 7 © 2, to hrow ou a rling
in fava of a mrvicted €x pedata beaue
a jury hadna consdered whether ke could
stop himself from commiting a rew aime
if he were dlowedto o free



