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Heroic <elf-sacrifice
cut deah toll at WTC

‘This is poof those ops and firefighters knew they could de,

BY MIRO CERNETIG, NEW YORK

ith the deah tll from the World
Track Centerattacksat 2963 ad
dropping, New Yorkers ae wnder

standig how nary lives ther firefighters
and plicemensaved

The rumber killed initially feared to be
20,000 dedined b more than 6000 weeks
after Spt 1. But the DIl continued to
drop, and nuch of the cedt has @neto
emegency wokers.

Accordng to reports in the New York news
meda yesterda mary firefighters who en
tered tre burning buildingsbravedwarnings
from a ®nior mmanderdepuy fire dief
Raymord Dowrey, tha the walls muld tum-
ble cown

Mr. Dowrey enteed tre trace eente, Do,
becomhg me d the hundeds of police
officers and firefighters who perishel while
ersuing tha damog dl the peaple belowthe
areaswhere the two lijacked jets hit were
usheeed b safety.

"This is poof those ©ps ad firefighters
knew tey could de, but they dd ther job
aryway, and mary of them dd de from
making tha chadce to g in, said Amanda
Rodruguez, a vaitressat a @fe near the
WTC ste known as goundzero frequented
by firefighters. "If it werert for them, we
would have had a 6t nore deadpele’

But on the stees of Manhdtan, whee pc-
turesof the mssng on walls and ight posts
are fadng, thee is oncern the dramaic
drop in the nunber d deahs may dminish

but they dd thar job anyway

diminish tie magntude d the tagedyNew
Yorkers endured

"Sure, to e that he nunmbers o the ded
[arg] going down is the best @ristmasgift
the dty of New York cauld ever get' said
Jimmy Belangr;, a ruck driver who delivers
machine parts in the aeaof ground zeo.
"But every day | se tle rumbes d dead
go cown, at the kadk of my mind | kind of
worry tha folksin other gaces will stat to
think, ‘Oh, this is rot & bad & we haugh.
Only 3,000 peple ded in New York, not
20,000

Still, the educed @ah toll ddighted the
smdl crowds who bravedthe wld wind and
meta detecbrs as hey lined yp for yester
day's reopaning d ferry sewice to the
Stdue of Liberty.

"Hey its a god dy"said Aldo Canpo-
lini, a ongrudion worker wip todk the
ferry to the Bland whee the shtue sands
guad. "Thees lessdeadat the WTC than
we thaught. And Lady Liberty is open for
busiress Who caes if you reed 6 be
sarchedby guards f it kegps Ameiica sag?"

More than hree nonhs dter tre teror
ist attack, numeous nvesigatbnsare ceter
mining wha happenel in the mhutesbeore
the towess fell. The invesigatonspant to the
experienceof 1993 when a cabonb explo-
dedin the tasenent ¢ one d the tavers.
That athdk was a important fador in dea-
ing an etmated B,000 peple from the tav-
ers on &ptil

In the B93 banbing,which killed $x peo-

ple, i took sx hours to dea the huildings
Mary peqle dumbled n the dakness le-
causeof a hdk of battey-ponverd ener
geng lighting in the sairwells.

Subgquenly, the tavers were fitted with
batery-powered Ights. Exits and shircases
wer marked with arows and fuoresent
pant. The mnbing ensure tha workers
took fire drills srioudy.

All thesefactars, plus the dedcated fre-
fighters and police dficers, héped dea the
110-gtorey pwels in o haurs on ®pt 11

"If thee had een a celay of an tour |
think we would be badking or 10,000 bodes,
sad a mliceman guarding the taricades
arourd ground zero yesterda "Its a najar
sucess If the pares lit higher in the
building, we would have saved a lot more
peple. But were dso ludky the errorists
didrit hit lower Almog nobody aove the
fireballs got aut dive'

Rdph Manéni, whose achitedurd firm
was on the suth toweks 22rd floor, said
the 1993 dtack dealy influened hs 140
emplyees dedsion to flee

"From the eperience of '93 wheneer
thee was & unusualnase or ourd or
smdl, they were instuctedto leare e huild-
ing regades of wha was keing sad; Mr.
Mandni sad, addng tha some enployees
were keaving before the ®mndplanehit and
ignored anourcaments élling outhtower
workers they could returnto ther offices.

The gaphical atributewhich acconpanied ttre aticle reprintedaboveis gven overkeaf o pageHL24.2; in the edrdting

process,somevisud detdls havebeen dightly modfied from the aiginal disphy

® The rumbe of North Towe deahs, $i1omvn & 1434 h the bwerpie chat of the aiginal disply is gven overkaf & 1432,

to ayree with tle runmbe in the midde o the dsphy and with the im of he éghteen nunmbers in the kft-hand kar gaph.

- The 1m (2,829 of the & numbers in the bwerpie chat is then B9 snalkr than the 2963 dven in the ®mndline o

the aticle ebove for the deah toll at the WTC.

The lossof grgphical qudity, arisingfrom the postript-to-pdf conversin, in ome @rs of the screen image of he dsphy
ovaleaf b largdy avoidedin the postsript versian of the fie printedon a stEript printer
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All but fourpeqle at @
abovethe aash des ded
The majarity of pegle
bdow the eash &es lived.

The arcraft crasheal into
the oouthtowerat an
argle. Ore of the hree
staimvells is eft intect.

The wctims in the tovers v
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