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Improving lives of black youth
will stop violence, group says

BY GAY ABBATE

Improving the Ives d black young peo-
ple would gop the $hooings and Klings
that have developed nto a eriousprobem
a Hack community group sys.

More than DO Hack youngpemle, nost
of than male, lave been klled n the mg
five yeas, 20 in this yea done acoording
to the Riilding Hgpe Calition. Mostwere

black-a-blad killings andrivdved freams.

A flyeramaundng a ®ries d community
medings @ violene, b be leld by the
Caalition, shows a fandgun with an brge X
placed averit.

"Break the #ence Violene dfeds all d
us, it states. It dso lists the namesfdahase
killed snce 1996.

Toronto Cauncillor Maria Augmeri, the
graups only white merrbe, said the dty has

2002-0-10

a qaisison is hands, bt the aher levds of
govemmentare coing nothing to relp.

"The munidpdity is the bBg reort. If we
sa no, then hees no me Ekft; she sail.

Ms. Augmeri said the aton plan will
indude rremmmendtonsfor the three evds
of goveenment deps b improve ondtions
in the &neand RFncharea whichsherepre-
saents and wee $e pent ha childhood,
and hev to deal with sccid-housig issuwes

Gun oontrd is only partof the aswer she
sad. "We @n end yath violene throuch
edua@tion, gving young pegle fife ills
and enploymenttraining, and gving them
hope for a future!

Other coaltion menbers indude Lemox
Farell — a well-knowvn teacher parent and
conmurity voluneer h the &neFinch
neghbourthood — ad Dudey Laws of he

‘Violene (Ch. 2y

STAT 231 —WH. Chery

Black Action Defene Commitee

Today, menbes d Torontés Youth Gab-
ing will amaune me sage of he al
itiors drategy, which indudes a feato the
city to st aide noneg for prograns for
youth that will draw them avay from the
situationsthat tigger violence.

More than & per cent o inddentsinval-
ving young pe@le and violen@ ccaur an
weekdays, with lunchtime and aér shool
as he ppak hars, a sidy of the dty's
youth $ows.

The goup pars © ask dl three evds of
goremmentto make a ontibuton through
job credion, an epandedhae tot line and
othermeastes

With 45 per cent o the dty's Hack com-
murity living kelowthe poverty line, enploy-
ment & a bp giority, Ms. Augmeri said.



