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Improving lives of black youth
will stop violenc e , group say s

BY GAY ABBATE

Improv ing the liv es of black you ng peo -
ple wou ld sto p the shootings and kil l ings
that hav edeve loped into a ser iou sproble m,
a black com mun ity group says .

Mo re than 100 black you ngpeople, mos t
of them male, hav ebeen kil led in the past
fiv e ye ars, 20 in this year alon e, according
to the Building Hope Coalit ion. Mos twe re
black-on-black kil l ings and inv olved fire arms.

A flye rannoun cing a ser ies of com mun ity
me etings on viole n ce, to be hel d by the
Coalit ion, shows a handgun wit h an large X
placed ove r it.

"Br eak the silenc e. Viole n ce affects all of
us," it states. It als o li sts the names of those
killed sin ce 1996.

To ron t o Coun cil lor Maria Augim eri, the
gr oup’s only white member, said the city has

a crisi s on its hands, but the other lev els of
gove rnm e n tare doi ng not hing to hel p.

"The mun i cip ali ty is the last resor t. If we
say no, then the re’s no one left," she said.

Ms. Augim eri said the actio n plan wil l
in clu de recom mendation sfo r the three lev els
of gov ernment, steps to improve con d ition s
in the Jan eand Fin c harea, whi c hsh erepre -
sents and whe re she spent her chil dhood,
and how to deal wit h soci al-hou sing issues.

Gun con trol is only par tof the answe r, she
said. "We can end youth viole n ce throu gh
education, giv ing you ng people life skills
and emplo ym e n ttrain ing, and giv ing them
ho pe for a future."

Othe r coa lit ion members inclu de Lennox
Farrel l – a wel l-known teache r, parent and
co mmu nity volun teer in the Jan e-Finch
neig hbou rhood – and Dudle y Laws of the

Bl ack Actio n Defe n ce Com mitt e e.

Today, members of Toron t o’s Youth Cab -
in et wil l announ ce one stage of the Coa l-
it ion’s strategy, whi c h in clu des a ple a to the
city to set asi de mon ey for progr ams for
youth that wil l draw them away from the
situation sthat trigger viole n ce.

Mo re than 80 per cent of incid e n t sinvol-
ving you ng people and viole n ce occur on
we ekd ays , with lun c htime and after school
as the peak hours, a study of the city’s
youth shows.

The group pla ns to ask all three lev els of
gove rnm e n tto make a con tributio n throug h
jo b creation, an exp ande dhate hot lin e and
ot he rmea s ure s.

With 45 per cent of the city’s black com -
mu nity liv ing bel owthe pov erty lin e, emplo y-
ment is a top prior ity, Ms. Augim eri said.
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