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CONFERENCE AGAINST RACISM

Africars (Ch. 2)

STAT 231 —WH. Chery

Africans harden stand on reparations

BY MARK MacKINNON
DURBAN, SOUTH AFRICA

Ddegags regotiating the final extof the de-
laration for a dobal aniracism conference
welre jolted yesterdawhen African ourtries
sudlery hardena thear postion and ormed
a wited font demandng finandal repaa-
tions for the dcanage done ty davery and
cdoniaism.

Justdays dter ®ved head d state from
the ntinent fgnallel ther willingnessto
conpromise ad stle for an gpdogy and
more aid ratter than ompensdion dredly
tied b histaical wongs,African ourtries,
ading as a Ioc, pesertd a dsausson paper
that resurreds the epaationsdebae.

"The African pdtion is a bugh ané one
Canadin dficial sad.

The paper, preentedyeserday © delegats
at the Uhited Nations World Conference
Agang Radsm, uges hose ourtries ha
profited fom oolorialism or the $ave trace
to take '"appopriateremedal and diermeas
uresin order b halt and revese" the bhding
impads d both.

The paper onends tha the twin lega-
ciesof colonialism and davery are © bame
for the wide development @p letween Afri-
ca and the resff the wald.

Ower the weekend sevead influentialAfri-
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can kades, nduding Nigerian ResdentOlu-
sgwn Obssao and Saith African kader
Thabo Mbeki, gavespeedies to the anfer
enceswggesing tha gpdogiesand ail would
be acepable sibditutes for repaations.

Thosespeedes casal arift among Afri-
can dégaes, and the ew paper siggests
that hard-liners won the ntenal ddae.

"Let 15 mot be o worried about who
will be mnpensaed and hav,' Awa Bah,
Ganbigs atorney-gened, sad. "Let us e-
sdve tha repaaionsshald be @mmeisu-
rate with tre magntude d the gimes ha
were ommited

Mog Westen oourtries waild prefer ©
seeamend mack for davery in an indired
fashion, so as ot to ®t a peceént ha
cauld seedescendantsf davesall over the
world launch bwalits aairst ourtries ha
profited.

By resureding the ectre of repaations
the paper dso sds tadk the dbade oer
whettrer rmer lonal and $ave-tradng
powers ave Africa a érmal gpdogy. Mary
Weserncaunties dait want to ue the wad
"apology” but ae willing to eccept that "a
staement d reget"is due The e&act word-
ing is dill the subjed of interse ngoiations.

Canadawhich is worried about the im-
pact a UN endosement & repaationsor an

apology might havein domesic courts, pe-
sented a paper ths week dong with the
United Sates, Norway Japan, Australa and
New Zealand ha expreses "profourd reget"
for the dave race.

While Canadaportrays isdf as trying to
sed the mdde goundbeween Africa and
Euope, ®me Candiars who leleve they
are ovedrepaationsfor wrongs siffered by
their ancesta® sy the gvenment & faiing
them.

"Thesessus ae \eryimportant to peqle
of African desant, said Maria Omene who
is repreening the Immigrant Women b
Saskaticevanat he onference "Whatever
the postionsof Eurgpe are, @nadaagess.
We sauld be ganding an aur owvn two fed!

The davety issie isrt the aily one tog-
ging down negofationson whé the dght-day
conferencé final delaration will sa. The
Middle Eag issie has &read cauzd Isreel
and the Wited Sates to walk aut in ange,
and dafting a ist of groups dfeded ly ra-
cid disaiminaion has povedequdly thomy.

Of the B5 paraglaphs ontined in the
mostrecet draft dedaration, 80 ieman the
sthject o debate with just three days re-
mahning in the onference

Ore celegate descibed regptiatas &
shdi-shocked.



