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WASHINGT O N

Too many screws loose on American aircr aft
Associa ted Press

U.S. airc raft may hav e too many screws
loos e, the U.S. Transportation Dep art-

ment’s inspect or-ge neral said.

Inve s tig a tors fou nd more than one -qu arter
of screws and bol ts test e d at random didn’t
me et speci fi cation s, an inspect or-ge neral’s
repor t rele ase d ye s terday said. The repor t
in clu ded no repor ts of accid e n t s re sul t i ng
fr om sub -st andard par ts.

"We are not seeing a problem in ser vic e,"
Fe deral Avi a t io n Administ r ation spoke sma n
Elio t Br enner said.

"Airplan e parts are hol d ing tog ether. The
fig ure they came up wit h is a surpris e to us,"
he said, noting the FAA has lau nche d an
ev a luation of screw and bol t ma n ufacture rs.

A 1990 law, the Fastene r Quality Act, re-
qu ire s screws , bolt s and othe r fa stene rs use d
in airc raft to meet str ict speci fi cation s.

In an effor t to check fast ener quali ty, in-
specto rs from the inspect or-ge neral’s offic e
randomly col lect e d 17 6 fa stene rs from the
inve n t ories of air lin es and rep air station s.
The items were selected from a lis t of criti-
cal par ts use d in Boeing, Pratt & Whitney,

Gene r al Ele ctr ic and Bombardier produ cts.

Thes e parts were sent to the Scie n ce and
Engi neer ing Laborato ry at Hil l Air Force
Ba s e fo r testing, and 48 screws and bol ts –
27 per cent – were fou nd wit hou t co rre ct
thre ad dim e nsi ons , the repor t said.

When the FAA was advis ed of this find-
ing, it had the items re-test e d by the manu-
facture rs. When this was don e, only three
per cent were fou nd not to comply, the re-
port said.

The inspect or-ge neral’s repor t said the dif-
fe renc es rais e se rious que s tion s abou t qu ali ty.

The article EM0009 reprint e d abov e is relev a n t to Par t 11 of the STAT 221 Cou rse Mat e ria ls.

2005 -04 -20


