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Figure916. OBSERVATIONAL PLANS Survival Timesof U.S. AIDS Cases

Toronto Star, February 3, 1990, page J2

AlIDS UPDATE

CHICAGO (Reute)) —The life expectandesof
AIDS patients hge been extendedin the @ag

Asoaation.
"The d#&a in thesereports gopea to confirm

Drug iIs prolonging the
Ives of patients, new U.S. studies say

few yeas, probably becaue of the ncrease \what diniciars, nvesigabrs and patients hae (asof Jan 29)
useof the dug AZT, accordng to o recat  known for ved yeas Life dter AIDS is
U.S dudies improving and deth is no brgeras wift or as LIVING DEAD TOTAL
A study of 4323 AIDS mtients h San Fan- certan s in the edy yeas d the gidemic Canad
cisco dso found tha men sinived dgnifi-  wrote Richad Chaison, of ohns Hopkins anada
canly lorger than women and tha patients ~Schal of Medcine, in the aconpanying edi- 1,390 2,098 3488
infeded ttroughblood tansusons ded much  torial. -
morequickly than hose nfeded i ather ways.  Both sudies minted b the htrodudion ad Ontario
Althouch theee is ro cure br the acouired  tredment with the drug azidothymidine (AZT) 453 975 1433
immuneddicieng/ syndrome, whichstips he  a@s a psdle reasn kehird the improved life
body’s immune systen o its aility to fight ~ expectadesfor AIDS victims. Toronto
diseasg the stides found ha patients vho In the ndional suvey by Jeffrey Hariis, an 207 556 763
contrected the nost conmon AIDS-relaed  emnomist & Masadchusets Insttute d Tech-
infedion, a type of pneumoria knovn & FCP, ndogy, AIDS patients viho hal contractedthe u.s
had a dightly beter dvanceof surviving & PCP #rain of pneumoria in 1986 and 087 ad u7a
least e yea in 1987 han hey did three b a 48.4 per cet aneyea survival rate ajairst
five yeas ealier. the 391 per cent aurvival rate for mtients wo World
The o sudes,oneby the San Fandsco ~ contractedthe pneumoria in1984. 203354

public heath depatment and the berbased
on realy 37,000 AIDS @se reportedto the
federd Centes for Disease @ntrdl, were pub-
lishedin the Journal of the American Medical

The Sn Randsam dudy, condwcted by
Geage Lempof the dty's heath depatment
found ta 18 percent d the AIDS patients n
that déty who deeloped meumornia survived

*Since frst case n 1979

at leastoneyea in 1987 Five yeas ear-

lier, only 10 per cent sunvived a ull yea.

REFERENCE: J.E Hariis: Improved Shat-term Suwvival o AIDS Patients hitially Diagnosel with Pneumocystis carinii
Pneunania. JAMA 263(#3): 397-401 (1990. [DC Library call number. PER RI5A4g]

Seealso he dlitorial Living with AIDSon ages 434-436 d the samesisie of this jourral.

The aticle reprintedabove descibes wo retrogpective invesigatonsof U.S AIDS ases. BElain briefly why the erm
‘retrospedive can ke wsedto desribe he two stides

® Do you infer from the aticle tha the Rars for the invesigatonswere eperimentalor dosevationa? Explan briefly.

In the second paragraph, the aticle menions the aquicker deah d pele who keame nfeded throughblood transusons.

What is a jpssble confourding factar tha might be iegpongble for ths finding? Explain briefly.

At three faces in the aticle (in the third, seventh andlast paragraphg, survival rates of AIDS case in 1987 ae cwmpaed
with earlier rates. Biefly suggesteam(s) why two1990 studesare dealng with sud relatiely‘old’ data

The sixth paragrgph d the aticle indicaes tha both studesinferred acausal rdationshipbeween the ncreaseé survival
rates of AIDS case in 1987 and the edier introdudion and u® of the dug AZT. Commentbriefly on the popriety of a
causal inferencein the nvestgatons as hey are descibed in the aticle.

In the ®ondlag and the &g paragiphs the aticle quates cmeyea survival rates, tasedon CDC datg of 484 and
391 per cent from the MIT investigaton, and rates d 18 and D per cent from the San Fandsa data Commentbriefly on
theserates with particular referenceto:
e the magntudes & the improvement found in each case in the nore recant time peiod,;
o the rdative magnitudes @ the @ates dotainedin the two nvestigatons.

(continued overleaf )
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The following aticle descibes economic implicationsof a nedcal advance

The Globe and Mail, November 2, 1990, page A3

AZT move presents problems
Cog of AIDS drug worries provinces

BY MICHELLE LALONDE
Secial to The Globe and Mail

MONTREAL — A rew federa policy pernitting the commeral
sab of a dug knovn & AZT has Eft provincid govenments
grappling with the questbn of who will pay for the expersive AIDS
treament

"Weve hadhospitals alling us br gock, but we ae tlling them
to wait a few weeks to fnd ait whether their provindal govemment
is going to ove the ost said Malcdm Fletcher medcal diredor of
the Canadin am o Burroughs Wellcomelnc, the ghamacetical
conpany tha mandacturesthe drug underthe brand name Btrovir.

Theaeically, any dodor or phamagy could now arder the drug
diredly from the @mpany, but wntil the eimtursement qiesin is
resdved few will do 9, meanng tha pegle with AIDS can aily
getthe drug if they are paricipating in a nedcal reseeach program.

AZT has leen provided feeto individuals with acqquiredimmune
deficiengy syndrome dnce it was @proved for experimentalusein
Canadain Novamber d 1986. Tle mstof drug, at East$3100 a
paient amually, has keen covered by provincid govanments and
provided through hosptal open sudy prograns. Ontaio, for in-
stancegpends $.5-million a yea on AZT.

Advocay groups for peqple with ADS ae mnerred that the
new satus of AZT will give govanments anxeus to fop or re-
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stiict finandng for the drug.

Sirce tle Canadan heah protedion tranch gproved AZT for
conmerdal sak Oct. 17, very little has dhargedwith regad 1o its ds-
tribution.

In British Cdumbia, the dug will be ®veredby a povincid drug
plan ha requiresan ndividual o famiy to pay the first 825 a ga
in drug costs After ths initial payment, the povince wil cove 80
pe cent d the ostof drugs The aergie AZT userwould pay a
least $880 a ga, pusthe local retal markup.

The Nova Scota govanment on the oherhand is ommitedto
mantaning its policy of providing AZT & no dharge  patients, &
a arrent oostto the povince d abaut $500,000 a ga.

Jom Samsm, a pdkesnanfor the NS Ministy of Heath and
Fitness,sad the mistry is now working oud how to deal with an
expeded hcreasén demand & dbdors begn to presribe AZT br
the treament d earlier stagesof AIDS.

Quebec dficials have gven no dear guaranteethat the povince
will continueto pay r treament

In Ontaio, the rewly deded New Demardic Paty govanment
hasyetto esalish an AZT pdicy. Provincid policy has keen to pro-
vide AZT freeto peqple with AIDS oncethe dsease has ogressd
to a @rtan sage



