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Figure8.9. SAMPLE SURVEY DESIGN/EXECUTION: Canadian Census Data Gathering

The aticle EM9628 eprintedbdow and orerkaf o page8.46 in this Fgure 89 is mncerred with measting dffi - culties
that @n aise n cersusdaa gathering dthough the aticle contains maerial tha is dso rdevant to sirvey anpling.

The Globe and Mail, April 5, 1996, pages Al and A6
GUERRILLA FORCE / In the dive b accaurt for eveybody n sed/ downtowns censudakes

know that jug dropping df a form wort work.

Tallying where none has gone before

Censts warring futile in sme aea

BY ALANNA MITCHELL
The Globe and Mail, Vancouver

THEY’VE listenel to the alvice
about traveling in twos and leaving
puses & home but when the rtaining
ses®on turns to wha to do f they get

stdbbed with a reede, the ntersity at the
tablefu of cersws-takers noves up a mtch

Dont toud the pgungeris the first ion-
clad rule. dist pill the gringe out and
male the pundure Beed Go to the haptal
at orce f youre injeded and ke the
neett © whaever wasin it can ke tested
A consding though: A dose 6 the ant
AIDS drug AZT within two haurs @an e
remakally effedive in forestaling full-
blown infedion from the vrus

Call it urban-gueriilla training for the lag
censts of the @nury The daen or ©
pemle gathered aoundthis tabe are partof
a rimble experiment deigned b help enu-
merde the resdents of 14,000 tomes n
Vanouwers notorious davntown eag sde
The proea ams to ally the \rtudly
unourtable, hut it aso risks puting the
enumeratos face to face with darger

"Its different fom the tadtional view of
censts-taking going around from nice little
hause with a white pcket fene, b nice
little hous?, said Ellen Gee chairwonan d
saciology and arfiropology at Smon Fraser
University in Burraby

The projed was akvdoped tere in Vanou-
ver by Satistics Canadatwo cersuse ajo,
and ha proved so siccesdul tha it was
exportedto Cagary and Edmaton for the
lag cersts. On May Y4, cersts day it will
be estedfor the firs time in the uban
cores of Winnipeg, Torontoand Montreal

Its a snall sice of the nass/e censis
machine that e/ennaw is being cranked p
for next month's court.

The iitud takes face eely five yeas in
Canadaand ha been condictedat valious
intenvals snce the first ersis in the olony
of New Fancein 1666.

In dl, this yea's eersws dfort will invdve
50000 workers (nary, like the \anmuver
crew are hred for just a éw weekg and st
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$3474-million ove the déght-yea cyde o
development collection, analysis and pubi-
cdion.

But the cersus déff sitting arourd this alde
arert doing the @urt the way t is donein
most otherparts d the ourtry. They are
trying to get information alout pegle in
Canada poorest néghbourhood, a inrer
core that has nore tan its fair bare d
drugs, posttuton, homdesness mental
illness ad iliteracy in seved larguaes.

In other words, filing aut the cersus form
is mot & the tp of the Ist for mary
resdents. Butin an ea wten povinces ae
clamauring for ecaurde ourts d every
singe maminaized goup &arce tderh
dollars eépend o dficial numbers), what a
cenststakerto d@

The olution: Insteadof smply dropping
off the @rsus form with an ailmanition tha
its a ontraventon of the Fatistics Act not
to fill it out, which would be te kastof
mary resdentslegal prodems, he @rsus-
takers returred b the dd-fashioned metiod
of enumerdion. They tried @ing door to
door, faee to faee, ad just akirg the qies
tionsand icking df the aswess, @nfidenti
ality assued

Gdting the d&a in persmm has educed
coststremendody, said Gail Feniman, the
seondin-commandof the ersws for the
Pecific region and me d the peale who
came p with the idea. Community leades
sy the aauracy o the numbers has im-
proved, too.

But the process nears tha this goup d
enumeratos is in ®ntad with members o
the public for far longerthan hdr courter
parts who just dop off the brms. And while
evay enumeratoraaoss Gnadages safety
training, the fie-toface nterviewers in this
progam @t edtra

In Vanouwer, some d the sadty problens
have intersified even since the 1991 cersts,
patly beaue wldile mcaine 5 refdacing
slegoy heroin as he dug of chace police
tel the cersus gaff.

A map pnnedto the wall &ove the Blde

whee te ersws daf are keing trained
oufines the eeg whichis dvidedinto por-

tions cdoured pink, geen, Hue and ed.
Nea the @nte is he taighest aeaof dl,
cdouredblak. This is whee sved thou-
sand menie in the ®-called "hotds" along
East Haslings Sred, in roams dout 10 fee

squae with justa hot-plate and ro bathroom.

Constlde DaveDickson, who runsa gore-
front saéty office in the aea warrs te
censts gaff tha the mirs of enumeratos
may have troubk capuring the dtention of
someof thesemen br the 15 to 30 ninutes
it will take © fill out the long form of the
censts, whichhas54 questonsand must b
givento evely fifth househtnl. (The sort
form takes aly a few ninutes)

He says he @rsws takers will have © con-
vince esdentsthat they are rot underover
pdice dficers and alvises them to mndict
the questionig in the hall f posdble.

"I dortt know if 1'd want to @ in; he sys.
"Some @ the boms ae moving The dar
will open and yarll get his waft of odour.
Its not a \ery nice job. Some 6 those
hotds are ety grungy'

Somdody asks about the wisdom d
carying a whiste to call for help.

"People aert going to listen to t down
thel, Condable Dickson sys. "Thee ae
saeames going df all the tme down there
and poole corit pay any #entiori’

Barb Dankl, execuive diredor of the
Downtown Eagsde Restents Aadation,
advises ersws daff to deer tea of the
conmural bathrooms in the 'hotds; whee
resdentsoften inject drugs They're sane-
times pdtered wth excrementand lood,
shenates.

"You @n alk aaut it dl you want but
when yai realy get into i, you @n feak
ouf' Ms. Dankl tlls the goup.

There ae dher pgeces of alvice some @
it from the saff of the reede exchage the
seond-largestexcharge in North America
behind NewYork City. Neve st on chairs
(@ pime hding pace for sed nedds.
Never touch the walls @rug uses will often

spray the final onents @ a g/ringeon them).

Condder carrying a gadic toothbrush folde,
the perfed size for an bandmed neeld.

(continved weled)
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Ge out o the way if someone coughs,
becausethe inddene of hghly contagiais
tubecuoss is ged in some @rs d the
ndghbouthood. And forget ying to enu-
merde o "‘chegueday;' whichis the dg the
welfare dheques arive, or an the da after

The ddff assenbled tere ae siperisas.
They will hire roughly 200 dhers for $9.50
an har to do he dmrto-door inteviews
for a mupk of weeks saring on @rsws
day Most of the wsipervsas, and the
pemle they will eventudly hire and train in
thesesakty meastes,live in the aeaand
are fiercdy proud d it. They ae nshak-
akde and will hire pegple who ae ba Its
oneof the leys to he pograns success

"The pb qudification bascally, is gind-
ing povety,' Ms. Danel from the esents
as®dation #lls the @rsws gaff. "Class élls.
It does. Im sorry'

The enumeratos hevethe badking d the
stred-wise commurity assodations in the
area. In fad, the najor comnunity players,
who know the valie of a ersws gatistic
when hey see me have becomeintersdy
involved n persuadhg pegole who ve thele
to paricipate.

For somethe dforts to ndude marginal-
ized goups in the @rsws ae proof tha they
are no brngerbeng ignaedby authorities

"Wha Cersuis Canadadoes & \walidae
that thesepemle &ist; said Carole Brown,
coordnata of the Ray-Cam (»-operdive
Centre on Eag Hadings Sred.

It was no aways ©, d course Geage
Emery a hstaian d demayregphy at the Uhi-
versity of Westen Ontaio in London noted
that ersuse of the B cenury tendedto
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Countdown
Census makers

Its nealy cersws day and Satistics Canada
is gearing up to ourt nealy 30 million Can-
adars, with some50,000 workers prepaing

to cary out the cersws at a ostof $3474-

million But theres a poblem How does
the ggeny persua@ resdentsin the toubled

innercity cores, ife with drugs, postitution,

illiteracy and homéesness to take the fme

to fill out a casts form and nail it bad to

the governmen®

Guerrillatraining

Insteadof dropping the brm off, as hey do
in most otherparts of Canadathe \an®u-

ver office of Sascanis experimening with
face to-face eaumerdion, using inteniewers
who ask questnsand thenitk off the apro-
priate baxes Sarted tvo cersuss &o, the
program B s@ving nmong/ and podudng a
beter caunt By next montts cerss, t will
have keen introduced b most of the major
cities h Canada

Not for the demure

The program puts enumeratos into far lon-

gercontect with someof the nostvolatile res-
dents i Canada So they need pecid, rather

gritty training to get them throuch.

miss ourting groups ch as adal minoti-
ties @ the por, much lessgetdeailed nfor-
mdion alwut them. Even ®ved decaes
agq thee was essemphass on ourting
eveyone

"The peole at he tom end 6 the
sacid scak have a beter dhanceof being
left out than ohes) he said.

Today, tha politic has carged party
because the provinces and Qitava ae in
sud ptched béatles ove who pys or the
poa’s prograns.

In the Lhited Sates, his \ery issuehas
becomea redy pditical and égalfight be-
causethe eersws in 1990 nissel ebout 16
pe cent d the popuation, mary of them
from minority groups and uban ores Be-
causeso nuch federd mone/ rode on he
caunt, and becau® mary of those nissel
were kg uses of federdaid prograns, he

issuelandel before the Sipreme Gourt.

But one of the kgaies of the filure to
cauntwell in the nrer ore is ha the Lhi-
ted Sates will begin cauntig only 90 per
cent o the ppuation in he 00 @rsts,
and hen nattemdically esimae the rest
In an admisson of the dfficulty of enumer
ating these grops, US datisticiars recon
this will actwally improve acauracy, as vell
as hae the teter part of Hl-billion off the
censts @ab.

The idea $ anahemahee, whee the ala-
mant god next month is o oourt every
singke resdent

"I gues, & an a@ganizaion, we pide
oursdves h aur professianaism and the
qudity of the nformation we gathet’ said
Jim Seley the tp Satscanofficial in the
Pzcific region

What population attribute is the majar conernof the Candian @rsws? Eplan briefly.

The fondpaagreph d the iight-hand olumnoveleaf o page8.45 dates tha
guestins and rag be gven b evay fifth household (The ot form takes aly a Bw ninute§ Disaussthe stafstical
advantgiesand dsadvantgesof usinga Hanwhich invdves oththe long and $ort forms.

....thelong brm of he @nsus...has %4

List, in point form, the staistical difficulties meribned n the aticle EM9628 ha the @rswstakers in Vanouwers down-
town eag sdewill faee; denify dealy the pgaces in the aticle from whichyou take your arswes.

® Foreah dfficulty, explain briefly whichconponent o theowerdl error it is likely to contribute b.

In the hird-lag paragiaph of the aticle EM9628 (in the light-hand olumnatove, it is sated that he 200 @rsis in the US

..... will begin courting anly 90 per entof the ppuhtion..... and then mathemadically esimate therest List the essatial

siepsin such estimaing

® What dbes the aticle gve as headvantayesof such esimating over actual enumerdiorf?
® Disasscritically the satenent aterin the same aragiaph: ....statsticiansredon this will actualy imgove accuracy
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