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Figure8.15c. SURVEY SAMPLING: Poll Answers as Misinfor mation

The Globe and Mail, September 5, 1992, page B6

Support for NAFTA growing, poll says

46 per cent say they favour deal

BY DREW FAGAN
Par liamentary Bureau

OTTAWA — Publc support for North Ame-
rican feetrace has isen following the enta
tive greeament anorng Canada the Uhited
Stdes and Mexico, acoordng to an ginion
pdl done br the federdgovenment

The arwey releasd yesterdg shows 46
pe cent d Canadars questbnal support
NAFTA, while 48 per cent gpposethe deal

The surey d 1,500 pele by AngusReid
Group wa tbneAug. 17-21, ebaut ane week
after Intemaional Trace Minister Michael
Wilson signal the deal wth his US and
Mexican caunterparts. The pll is said to
be acarae wihin 2.6 pecentge mints, ©
times ait d 20.

Angus Reid did a smilar surwey br the
federd government n March and éurd 29
pe cent sipport for NAFTA, compared
with 67 per cent gpposel.

In the March poll, publc support for the
exising freetrace pad with the United
Stdes was J per cat. In the pll rdeased
yeserday support for the deal hal risen to
45 per cent.

Fecerd officials sgy they paid dose dten-
tion © opinion pdling ebaut NAFTA in the
months leadng up b the Aug 12 tentdive deal
Areasof paricular pubic conern such as
proteding aulturd industies from foreign
influene, were made aitical issus for
Canadin regptiatars d the kamgainirg take.

As vell, Mr. Wilson hasrepeaedy argued
bath before and ater tre ayreement ha
NAFTA will open the lboming Mexican
market © Canadan poduds.

Opnion poll regilts haveshavn that mary
Canadars would be svayed into supporting
NAFTA if it was eident ha the tace deal
provides an pportunity for Canadan e-
porters.

Depite the bw levé of support for
NAFTA in the March poll, 79 per ceat o
thosesurveyed Elt it was important for the
fecerd govenment to e at he regptiating
table to poted Canadan nteests Federh
officials beieve this poll resilt is dredly
rdated b the ncrease wupport for NAFTA
after the sgning d the atud deal

‘A lot d those eale were Kkeptical about
what the aitcomemight bé) said a €nor
fecerd official yeserday "But now tha they
begin to e wiat he aitcomelooks like,
they ae probebly conduding that mayle it's
nat so kad.

The dficial sad the 80-pge legktext of
the threeway trace deal will be onpleted
in late Septerrber but an inteim doaument
probaly will be eleasd Tueslay.

The proongedperiod d legaldrafting has
been a eslt of the @mplexity of the sstes,
he sail, and not kecaue the regotiating
teams ae trying to win con@sons on ley
mdters.

"Frankly, the wak has gnemoresmathy

The Toronto Star, September 5, 1992, page A12

Trade deal ‘dangerous, 650 say

OTTAWA (Spedal) — A dea majarity of
Canadars helieve he Canda-U. S-Mexico
trace ceal will put Canadan "a nore darger
ouspasitior), an AngusReid-Soutram News
pdl shows.

Sixty-five per ceit o repondentsto the
pdl by the Wnnipgg-bssedresach fim
sai the rew pad is dargeousbecauseCa-
nadars will hare b compae ajairst low-
wage Meicanworkers.

Ony 29 per ceit acoepted the federd
goremmens$ view that he treecaunty
deal mproves the Canadal.S freetrace
ageanent by tarifying trace rules and pen-
ing the Mexican narket
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Of Ontario repondents, 8 per cent ec-
pressd oppostion © the dealwhile 39 per
cent safl they supportedit. Seven per cant
of Ontariars polled said they were indedded.

But while a hrge rumber of Canadars
are worried about the deab trouble-makng
patential, opinion atwut what © do row is
moremixed

Natonaly, 53 per ceit dant want he
goremmentto go ahead while 41 per cet
sad they favou enteing into the Moader
pact.

Fdlowing a brngstandag tendon freetrace,
resdentsof British Cdumbia and the Alantic
provincesare the nostopposed while Alber

than | hougtt likely at the tme we reached
ageanent h mid-August' said the dficial,
who briefed eporters on ondtion ke ot
be denffied.

"In a edhnical ®rse negotiationsare dill
continuing, kut it is very mud a ednical
process It is not a sibgantive negoiation.
It is ot reopeaning anything”

Buta race analystsad yesterdatha more
is going on han ha. In areas uch as gvan-
ment pocurement senicesand ¢othing, he
sai, dfferencesexist ha were papered aer
bdore lag mont's entdive ayreament

"The bwyers ae tying to dedde which
formulation is kest and in doing s, ae
negoiating the deails of the dedlhe sid.
"The heat of the @reament & in the déalls.
They wort charge he pindples, ut they
may charge he talanceand the mpact
Sirce tre tentdive deal was gned some
anaysts hae epresed concen tha
NAFTA will be te kass of a tadng boc
that favous fome grovn conpanies, to he
detriment & compéitors in Asiaor Eurgpe.

Pressreports havesiggestedthe hpanese
goremment will malke dea its onerrs
about NAFTA at a meding of Padfic Rim
counties rextweek.

Jaanese officials hae siggestd trat
agects of the aito provisions ma violate
interrational trace reguations. Other Asian
caunties ae cacened that Mexico will
redace ttem & key supgiers d clothing
and dedrical produds to he Lhited Sates.

tans and Quebecers ae dvidedon he qies
ion.

Theres been little charge in werd oppo-
sition rom March, when the sameugstbn
wasasedin an AngusReid-Souttam News
suvey Then 64 per cat goposel the hree-
way deal while 3L per cant liked tre idea.

And athough most repandents hink the
nev plan is "dargeous,they didnt offer a
clea congrss on ts long-term emnomic
impact.

Just43 pe cent hought it would hurt the
emnony in the brg run while 24 per caet
seeit bringing improvenent; 2 per cet
predcted i will be a vas in the end

(continued overleaf )
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sition gems fom a lad of trust in the Mul-
rong/ govenment to harmmer out a good
ageement

The poll swggests ha much of the gpo-

When akedto ignore the gan urveied the onep.

lag mont, 59 per cent o those elephoned
sail they geneally support the idea @ North
American feetrace. Again ignoring the
curent poposal only 38 per ceit gppose
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The telephone suvey d 1,500 aluts Aug.
25-3 is onsderedacarée within 2.5 per
centgge ints, O timesout of 20.

SQUTHAM NEWS

In The Globe and Mail (page O) on September 11, 1992, olumrist Rick Salutin made the bllowing mmmentsatout the
two poll reports reprintedoveleaf o page879 and dove, underthe headng, Polls are not as rdiable as eavesdropping or

calling mom, but theyre good for a laugh:

There was a sunring case 6 polling humaur just bs Saturchy
A Report on Businessstoly in The Globe wastitled "Suport for
NAFTA growing, pdl says, with the sibread "46% say hey
favourdeal Tha same dg a Souttam News $ory in The Toronto
Sar washeaded"Trace ckal dargeous,65% sy This ore gets
beter It turnsoutthat the same qlster AngusReid is quated n
bath gories

If you really stare a thesetwo aticles for a while, you realze
Reiddid two different plls on he sameubjed — the North Ame-
rican tace deal — br wo spade dients the £derdgovanment
and Satham News; ad came p with different aswes to smi-
lar questdns. Foringancehis Suttam pll found 'little dharge in

ovadl oppostion from MarcH,when @! per cat were qoposel.
But for his government pll, Reid found a fig hike in support from
that same nonth of March, when @postion food e/en higher, &
67 pe cent For Southam,Reidfound 33 per cent ayairst the deal
and 4 per cat in favou; for the feds, he éurd 46 per cent in
favour and mly 48 per cent agairst — hough farther down, the
ROB story says sipport wasjust45 per cet and o matterhow
long | stare | c@art unravé that. The polls were doneabouta week
apat, whichmight explain something, if you euld figure aut what
They oth queied 1500 pe@le, ut Reids Southam poll is said to
be acarae wihin 2.5 percantage mwints © timesout of 20 and
his govenment ll only within 2.6. The cmics, é?

® Desaibe caefuly the diferentcomparisons beween polls tha underie Mr. Salutins comments
o Outline what an easnally be inferred fom the two aticles reprinted above and oerkeaf ;m page879 daut the

question(§ askedin the two plls.

= Rekriing to The Toronto Sar aricle, wha do you infer was he surce d the wad dangerous in pegles reponse?

Explain briefly.

= If you wae the aithor d either aticle, how would you regpond to citicism tha you $auld hae gven the atud

guesion wording(§ in your aricle?

o Indicae kriefly wha you @mnsder to be he Ikely contibuton to the deae d the dfferencedn the dée and the ¢érgth

of the dda llection phase 6the two lls.

® Give a explicit calcuation whichshavs how the acarrecy figuresof 2.5 and 26 pecentge ints ae oliained. Then
disausscritically wha you infer Mr. Salutins commentsndicae eaut his interpretdion of.
- the fad tha the fguresdiffer by onetenth of a percentage mint;

= the word accuracy in this ®next

Basel both on yourarswes to he nattes raisedin the peviousQueston1 and an ather relevantcondderations outline:

o the datisticalissue invdved n Mr. Salutins comments

e the extent to whichhis ®@nerrs @an ke relved wingof the aailade information;
e the @tdistica) repongbilities d a joumalst reporting poll resilts.

In light of your arswes to he aiestbnsabove explan briefly how you would dlocate reponsbility for the dlemnas
facing gatisticaly informed eades of the two pll reports anong tree surces:

e the rature d polls thamselves,
e the paricular pollsterin this irstance
e the o authors of the rewspapr reports.

Mr. Salutin condudes fs column(cited n Questdn 1 almve with the following mmments

Of coursg thee ae problens with pdling. It seems b me, br
ingance tha polls bascally bolger tre datus quo besausethey
concentrée o how pegple ae rather than wha they could bemme
They &nd to ted us as fked repodtories ¢ set dtitudes atrer
than ative participants dle to darge hroudh informed debate

® Outline a gatisticiars repanseto theseremaks.
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and haugh. In ather words, while they may ke fun, polls ae @)
uséess, a (b) dargeous Sorry you haveno dher ddcesand
no, you amat tell us hav you would go daut thinking troudh
the issies ve havededded to examie you .
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