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The Globe and Mail, April 11, 1992, pages Aland A2

Kinnock under pressureto quit as L abour leader

British voters and party are polls gart

BY PAUL KORING
European Bureau
with Reuter and Associated Press

LONDON - As the Labour Paty soucht
arswes, and pthaps £gpegods, br its fail-
ure b nsat Britains Congenatvesin Thurs-
day's dedion, party leaderNeil Kinnodk ad-
dedto ecuation yesterdatha he may quit.

And polistes who hal predcted that Mr.
Kinnodk would be te rext prime minister
wete wiping egg from ther faces

The Labour Leacer said he was tonsu-
ting colleages to nform them d the ation
| proposeto take in the wake of the dedion
dded; adding tha he will amaunee hs in-
tentions on Mbndg.

The 50-yea-old Wekh miner's son, widdy
credted with saving the mrty from <elif-de-
strudion ty purgng it of its had-eft de-
ments and Wwo jetisored nost of the [@ar-
tys sodalist doctrine in a radcal policy re-
formaion amed at gpeaing to te plitical
cantre, tas leen party leadersince B83.

Some labour backbeches, sich @
Geage Galloway, dreaq are siggestig that
Mr. Kinnod will "quit soon" and tha John
Smth, an ubane Smt on the mrtys right
wing, shaild be he rextleader Mr. Smith
would attract wotess in aea'we ae rot
curenty reacling; Mr. Galloway said.

As Conenativesregoicedin the tiumph
of a burth mnsculve mgority, polistes
were at a bssto explan how they had fied
to asssess he stergth of the Dry vote,
which was & leastfive pacentge mints
higher tran pedcted ether by the nore
than %) polls during the nonth-long cam-
pagn or two massve exit pdls condicted
for TV netwaks on dedion chy

"Its a \ery big enbarrassnent no dukt
about thatf said Nick Moon, pditical re-
sarch diredor of National Opnion Rolls.
"One sdility was ha we were polling in
the wrong paces.

Rolert Worcester headof Market and
Opnion Reseeach Intendional, sad: "Its
the worst perormanceof the plls in Brit-
ish pdling histary"

Alan Brry a MORI reseach eealtive,
sad votess may have been fightened by
Labaur proposas to raise txes by a much
as B per cat. "When hey actudly stood
there with their bdlot paper and ther pen-
cil, tax roseup in thar minds.

MORI's Smon Brown said: "I'm indined
to think it was a&teand emakable swvind.
But he oneded that the it polls, onduwc-
ted o behalf of Britains majaor broadcas
ters, abo had filedto acaurady predct the
outome Those plls, ke the carpagn pdls,
swgesteda hung pardiament with no party
winning the 26 s reeced b comnand
a myjarity.

Pdlstes dsocited sinny weaher and \oter
turnout of 77.7 pe cent one d the hghest
in two decades "In the mg, high turnous
aways favoued Labaur, but ths time i
appeaed to be the nenatives making
sue D voté' said Gordon Heald, manaing
diredor for the Gallup aganizétion.

Bookmalers dso misjudgedthe dedion.
On dedion day ome leting shops were
giving ¥-to-1 odds on he nenatves
winning with a margin of 15 to 20 ats

Accordng to the final esuts, the Con-
sewraiveswon 336 ®as (@nd 49 per cat
of the \otg, Labour 271(34.4 pe cen) and
the Liberd-Democras 20 (18 per canf). Uls-
ter Unionistswon nine seats,Scotish Nation-
aliststhreeand the Wl Plaid G/mru four
Eight others dsowere deded. That gae he
Toriesa 2l-seat najaity over the cmbinad
oppasition in he Hbuse of Comnons.

Yeserday the plistes were theding back
with thosesuveyed. "We ae arrently carry-
ing aut wo suneys, ging bad to pegole we
suveyed lefore, fnding ot wheher trey
voted wheher they darged their minds
and vherl said Brian Gosghalk MORI's
director of political reseech.

While most exit pdls predcted Labour
would win the nostseatsbut rot a najarity,
orly a Hariis poll for Indgoendent Elevi-
sicn News @me <. I suggestd trat the
Consevativeswould win 41 per ceit d the
vote and Labour 37 pe cent Eventhat poll,
however, did not predct a majarity.

As the dedion dwst ®tled Prime Mnis-
ter dhn Majar, dealy congious d the fct
that a najarity of Britons had \otedagangt
the Conenatives,said he was eétemined
that his gvernment waild refledt the reeds
of the whde oourtry. And he wwedto pro-
ted, improve and "never privatize" the National
Healh Senice, a dea reponseto the dhg-
ing atacksby oppostion parieson ha isste.

Mr. Majar, who sicceeed Mamaret Tha-
cherl6 nonths @o when she as aistedby
Tory MPs apaenly feaful of ther re-elec
tion dhancessad: "It is veryimportant .....
the courtry haseleded ne in my avn right
to bemwme pime mhistef

He is epeded b annaune Hs new @bk
ne nextweek. Nine ministes were anong
the 40 @nsenativeswho losttheir seatson
Thursday

British dection
results

\oting for «4ds in the Houe o
Comnwons; 651 e4ds d stake.

Basel on dl of 651 @mndituendes
PARTY, Leader

CONSERVATIVE
John Major

376

LABOUR
Nel Kinnodk

LIBERAL DEM. -326

Padly Ashdown sats
neeed

20 fora

I 22 mgority

Minor parfesnat induded

Stating in its sond paragreph, the aticle reprintedabove menions, in seved places, the eror in the pll predctionsof
the autcomeof the D92 Ritish gererd eledion. Wha quantitative information on this matteris gven in the aticle reprin-

ted doove?

o List thereasors givenin the aticle for the eror in the pll predctions.
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Explain briefly how the nsenativesobtained amgority in the House of Comnonswith anly 41.9% d the \ote
o Outline whether it would be psdble, d leastin theory, for the Conervatives,with 4.9% d the ote to haveobtained:

- all 651 sats,
= no ats
in the House of Comnons. Indicate dealy any assunption§ you nake to ansver thesequestons.

In the $th paragiaph of the Eft-hand olumnof the aticle reprintedoverleaf o page877, it is daed that .... he srergth
of the Dry vote ... was d leastfive perentgie wints hgher than predcted.... and in the first mragiagh of the midde
cdumn, tha .... Labour (had made) poposals to ik taxes ly as nuch as 1 per eent Explain briefly why the units
(percentge mwints and er cant, repectively) are differert in thesetwo stitements

® Outlinethe dfed on each gatament f it had ontainedthe othe units.

The firgt and third paragiaphs d the mdde mlumn of the aticle reprintedoveleaf o page877 mnkin the egpective
stagements .... poposals © raie axes ly as nuch as © per eentandPolstersalso dted sunry weathe and \oter turnout
of 77.7pe cent...., both of whichuseunits d pa cent Desaibe biefly the esantial difference if any, between the two
guantities underdisaisgon in thesestaements

® Explain briefly wha effed it would haveon each datement f its wnits were pecentaye mints ingead d percent.

In the bg paragiaph of the mdde columnof the aticle reprintedoveleaf the esits are descibed for a Hariis poll that
cameclogstto the &tud eledion resuts. Disasscritically the mpsdble use d this information & the tkass for a daim tha
this Hariis poll usel the best Han of the nore than ® polls tha the aticle dates were ariied out duiing the dedion

canpagn.
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