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Figure2.15. MEASURING PROCESSES Counting the Homeless

EM9030: Toronto Star, March 20, 1990, pages A1 and A28

15,000 census-takers
count U.S. homdess

By Bob Hepburn
TORONTO STAR

WASHINGTON - In the moonlight to-
night, a @rsws-takerwill walk up to the he&
ing grates on E $red across fom the US
stae cepatment hedquaters axd shrt
cauntirg.

He will be diedking an how mary home-
less men and womenra aslee underblan-
ket on he gates.

And if any ae avale, hes got a Bw ques
tionshed like to ask them.

A few Hocksawgy, ather censis-takers will
be ®urting how mary pegle ae aleg on
benches m Lafayete Rak in front o the
White House, inderbusheson Cagtal Hill,
in subwg entrancesand h hundeds of
abandmedbuldings n Wagington.

Its dl partof the first norwide dfort by
the U.S Cersws Bureal to ocourt as a&au-
ratdy as posible the nunber d homdes
peqle in the Lhited Sates.

From 6 pm. tonight untl 8 a.m. tomorow,
an amy of 15000 @rsws-takers will chek
for homdess Ameiicars in date ad local
shdters, steet coners, sibwa ations dty
paks, fdters for ebusedwomen commer
cid canpgrourds,drug and atohd tredament
centres, hgpta emeigeny rooms tran
and bus sttions dl-night thedres, anddrm
fields whee migrant wakers deep.

From 2 am.to 4 am, they will che&
stred locationssud es uibwgy detionsand
heding grates.

From 4 am. to 8 am.,, they will sit in their
cas a dand aitsice dandmed buildings
and ourt pegle who kare dter waking up
in the morning.

When t's over the number d homdess
caunted rmay vary anywhere from 250,000
to more than 3 milion.

And tha huge dferencein esimaes d
howv mary pegle ae romdess in Ameiica
is the easn he @rsws turea egreed b
undetake the $7-million suvey

U. S administrdion offidals clam the num-
be of homdess rargesbaween 250,000 ad
500,000 Advocates for the homdess, sich
as he National Caalition for the Homdess,
clam the real nmber is 3 nillion.

They ea the White House will ddiberatdy
undeesimate the homdess to aoid pumpirg
more federd mone into low-cost housng
and oherprograns for the poor.

Fomer presdent Rorald Reagan dradi-
cally cut federd spending an prograns for
the poor, daiming he reed vasit as ged
as alvocates suggesed.

Cyrthia Taude, the @rsws hurear dfficial
repangble for the surey says he urea will
male its best fortto court the homiess.

The main cersws of @out 250 nillion
Americars will be @ndwctedApril L

But sheadmits mary"hidden homiess" will
na be burd beaue tey live daubled-up
with friencs or elatves,in tunnds o aben-
donedcars, or in isdated wrd aress.

Feckrd and sategovemmentswill use the
suveys findingsto devise policies, sud as
low-rent hausng, for the lomdess. Wasing-
ton returnsbillions of ax dllars b dete and
local governments lasedn parton popuation
daa.

By one esimate, each persa is worth a-
baut $150 in feder&funds to a ity or town

Alsg plamess will usethe cersis resuis

The rumbe of U.S homdess, the baus d the aticle EM9030 eprintedabove
is asize briefly descibe e (targe) popuation of whichthis dze is an #ribute

to deermine wheee to bcate facilities sich
as lomdess dters. Aswell, they recuire the
daa © help assss neds for £nbor dtizens,
students andrifants n day-care entes

After the lag official censis in 198Q thee
wete 37 lawsiits fled agang the @rsus bu-
real charging uinderourting.

In the Candian @rsis rextyea, Sdistics
Canadéawill very ddinity" usenew tech-
niques to ourt the homiess in the ourtry,
acordng to Mike Shetidan collection mana
gerof the DAL cersts.

In fad, Satistics Canadaconduded a tst
lag week in Torontoto se wietrer ourting
homdess &"saup kitchers" would be dedive.

Sheidan sal reseeches fourd in a smilar
test n San Fandso tha up to 95 @r cat
of the homiess in an aeacame to dsaup
kitcheri for a neal avera wo-day period.

Stdistics Canadahas sent dosevers ©
sererd U.S dties to vatd the experiment

Tonght, U.S cerswstakers will ak the
homdess smple questbns about their age
se and race.

However, they worit wake anyane who is
slegoing on he stees. In those @ses, he
censts peple will guessthe ansvers &
best hey can

If a deeping persm is @mpletdy coveredby
cadboad or Harkes, the prs will be
meely courted wihout estmating the ae,
SE& Or race.

When te final eportis reag, the @rsus
bureas will nat releasea sngle number of how
mary homdess thee ae in the Lhited Sates.

Insteadit will sy how mary homdess were
found in shdters, m dred corrers, in &an-
doned buldings and n ather pas whee
they catrer

Wewould classfy a popuation dement respase variatein the aticle EM9030 eprintedaboveas a mary (disaeteor cate
gotical) variatewith categries ¢‘ homdess' or ‘nat homdess. Conmpanents d overdl error in the @urt indude the dfficulty
of finding every potenial popuation dement and then aiding if its cadegoty is ‘homdess. D escibe ondsdy how these
difficultiesdiffer from thase br dements n the nvesigatonsdescibed in Fgures212, 213and 214

Definewhat is neant byhoméess Wha are the dfficulties i forrrulating a working cefinitior
e Disassbriefly sources of (neastemeny) error when uing your ddinition © categrize:
= a P-yea-old woman with two yaung childrenin a $dter for abisedwomen
- a %H6-yea-old manin a £nt h a @mmera@l canpgrourd;

= an B-yea-old manin a dug tredment @nte;
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- an &-yea-old widow in an dd-agehome

(continued weled )
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Desaibe briefly why & mary as 15,000 @rsus-takers were wsedto murt the US homdess.

o What ©urce(§ of (meastemenj eror mght arise fom usingsud a kirge rumbe of ‘operdors' in the meauing rocess
= How might the US Cersus Bureal try to overcometheseertor urce§?

® Sugestan pproximatenumber d cersus-takers reeckd b make a gmilar court of the homiess in Canada explan your
reasming hriefly.

What part§) o the aticle EM9030 eprintedoveleaf o page2.45 are caoncenedwith fador(9 affeding the accuracyof the

cauntirg proces® Identfy the mragiaph of the aticle in whicheach fador ocaurs, and degibe briefly the Bsie§) invdved.

e If an ansver wee to be gyen for the runmbe of homdess in the US, which caegoriesof error would you exped to im-
poseseerelimitationson this asver? Explain briefly.

Theseondpaagrgph in the ight-hand olumnof the aticle EM9030 eprintedoveleaf o page2.45 menions 37 lawsilits
chaging uncercauntirg in the D80 US cersLs.

o \What fador(9 might be legpongble for ths urderourting?

o Are thee fador(g tha might leadto overcaunting? Explan briefly.

Desaibe briefly wha you e & the alvantge9 and the disadvantaye(9 of usingthe "saup kitcherf method, nmenfoned n
the fifth paragaph (ear he midde) of the ight-hand ©lumn of the aticle EM9030 eprintedovealeaf o page2.45, ©
obtain an ansverto the Questdn of he number d homdess peole in an aea

The lag two paragiaphs d the aticle EM9030 eprintedoveleaf o page2.4 date that .... he @nsudureau will not re-
lease a mglenumter .... . Insiead it will say hav many homdess verefound in .... 9as whee they gathe

o Sugyestwhy the Gersus Bureau will nat releasea sngle nunmber for the U.S homdess.

® Sugestwhy the nunbers will be eleasd by type d location.

Forthe three tems d addtionalinformation nmenioned n the ffth-lag paragiaph (hear he mdde) of the ight-hand ©lumn
of the aticle EM9030 eprintedoveleaf ;m page2.45, wha difficulties mght arise n dbtaining carectinformation from a
homdess persm abaut their age sex and race? Deal with the three tems spaatdy.

o Of dl the items d information ta could potentally be iequesed fom the homiess, siggestwhy thesethreewere cthaosen.
o How would a fersan's aye, sex and race in tis invesigaton ke deseibed in the ermindogy o the FDEAC cyde?

The aticle EM9030 eprintedoveleaf amn page2.45 is dso useal, togeher with BM0202, h SatisticalHighlight #37.
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