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Kids don't know their geography

By Denns Kelly
USA TODAY

U. S high school seniors havelittle trouble
identifying the ndionsthat meke the nghtly
news, but have othewise feele geayrephy
skills; says a eport out Wecheschy

The first NationalAssesnent d Eduaion-
al Progresson gexgraphy aalls the déicien-
ciesa'sefous' conern

"Unlesswe dace a ew emphass on ge-
graphy, welll pass a to dhildrenthe deward-
ship of a world they literdly do not know;"
sgs Saetay of Eduation Lauo F Cava

York and London

zos. The test ©3,000 stalents éurd:

e 87 pecentidentified Canadaon a vorld
map; & percent fourd the Swiet Union.

Butonly 37 percant locatedSautheastAsia.
And 16 percent mistalerly thougtt the Rana-
ma Ganal seessaling time beween New

e Students hge ®me naprealing ills,
but anly 58 percent knew the dfferencebe-
tween longitude and dtitude.

e 79 pecentundestood the kasc way D
control acid rain was b reduce llution.
But only 41 percent recognized tha nudea

winter— a dobal dust ®ud @ued ty wide-
spread nudear explosions, which then sreens
out swnlight — would &fed the emironnent

The findings'shouldrit surpriseanyae ke-
causegeography is Smply not being taught
in mary school districts, says Glbert Gros-
veror d the NationalGearephic Sciety.

Sgs Ina VS Mullis of the Euatonallest
ing Senice: "In addtion © askirg parents f
they know whee ther childrenare, we might
begin asking dildrenif they themsdves know
whete they are!

Test of geographical savvy

By Dennk Kelly
USA TODAY

Wantto se low wel you would do on he gareply test ha
wasgivento 3000 US high school senbors?

Here ae sane samle questbnsthat apeaed m the test yen to
students 6r the National Assessnent ¢ Eduational Progress,the
federdly mandaed ded on gudent knonledge

The test meauednat only student$ability to locatecounties and
cities @ a nmap, but dso their undestanding d culturd and physcal
geography.

1. Which d the bllowing & the rorth-to-sauth quene of majar
cities o the West ©as of the Lhited Sates?
A. Los Angeks, San fandso, Sedtle, Portand
B. Portand Los Angeks, Settle, San Frandsc.
C. San Fandsm, Poriand Sedtle, Los Angeks
D. Sedtle, Porfand San Fands, Los Angeks

2. Large mrt of the Ameiican Mdwest vere mvaed aimosten-
tirely by forests 50 yeas gyo. Today the brest aes ae nuch
smdler Whichof the bllowing is most repangble for this charge?
A. A deaease h averge emperdure.

B. An increasén avergje predpitation.
C. An increasén the number d forest fies
D. The gowth d faming.

3. As ore goes from the @nte of an hland mé&opolitan aeato
the murtryside, wha happgers to he emperaure?

A. It increases

B. It deaeases.

C. It chargesunpredctably.
D. It remansthe sme

. The readof an idea fom one pat of the wald to anather is

called

A. Extemal mgration.
B. Integrdion.

C. Industialization.
D. Culturd diffusion.

. The Hawdian klands first came into leingas a estk of:

A. The &padtion of ind fagments fom Asia
B. The brmation of @rd reds.

C. Volcanic euptions.

D. Undese eosin.

. Which o the bllowing, conbined with the Earh's revdution

arourd the sIn, caugs the sasn®

A. The fequency of sunspt ccaurrences
B. The gaviaionalpul of the moon.

C. The ntersity of light emittedby the sin.
D. The fit of the Earth’s ads.

. The mndrudion of he Rainana Canal fiortenedthe sailing time

beween New York and:
A. London

B. Port-au-Prince.

C. Rio de Aneiro

D. San Fands.

The main article EM9019a reprintedaboveinvolvesmeasuring; briefly descibe he (eponsé variatebeng measwed
o \Woud this valiatebe @nsderedto be continuous or discrete? Explain briefly.

What was he meauing instrument usel to dotain the valiesof this \arate
o Desaibe biefly the mattes tha need b be ondderedin the congruction of this irstrument; presentyour dsaus$on in
pant form and indicde for ed point whether i is relevanto the accuracy or the precison of the meauing process

e [n addtion © the meauing indrument, name the dter components d a measung process @neically; then denify

them n the @nextof the aticle BEM9019a.

Idenify the elevantparagrgph§) d the aticle EM9019%a reprintedabovethat ae caocenedwith fador(§ which affed the

inaccuracy of the meauing poces®

o What ae te mplicationsof yourarswef? Explan briefly.
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Desaibe hiefly the fargetpopuation in he nvestgaton descibed in the

aricle EM901%a reprintedovealeaf o page2.43.

o How do the 3000 stulents merned & the end bthe tird para-
greph d the aticle relae to his popuatior?

e How does thesize (., 3000 of this goup d students aed:
= the inacaurecy, - the impredsion, of the
o edimating proess o measuring proes8  Explan briefly.

To the etent allowedby the imited hformation in he aticle EM9019a re-

printed averkaf ;m page2.43 idenify the

e study popuation, e repondent puation,

e non-repondent wpuation, e sanple, r the investigaton.

- Explain briefly how information ta is missng from the aticle on these
four groups d elements aeds the eades ability to assess imitationson
the Answver obtained.

Ched& how mary of the ®ven questbnsgivenin the ®ondaricle EM9019%
ovaleaf o page2.43you can aswercorredy. Theanswea's are gven in the
inverted tox below the aticle EM9016¢ at he ight; the number in brackes
() dter each answer is the percentage of sudents m the sarple survey who
arsweed tre questdn orredly.

In the aticle EM9019c reprintedat the iight, briefly descibe e ppuation
attibutethat is an ansverto the Queston.
® Are its posible valueson acontinuous or discrete sale? Eplan briefly.

If posdble, srov how the arerdl grace of B-minus, givenin the ftle of the
aricle EM9019c & the ight, is dcerived from the nformation presntedin the
aricle; if you amot do %, eplan wha addtionalinformation you reed ad
how you would use t.

The three aticlesEM9Q19 reprintedoveleaf jge2.43 ad d the ight in this Fgure
214 ae dsousel on pge HL36.2 and HL36.3 in SatisticalHighight #36
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give schools
a B-minus

By Dan $eling
USA TODAY

U. S school administratos gve pub-
lic schoolsan aeraye of B-minus,sg/s
a rew siney

In the sirey d 385 hool adminis-
tretors by Allstae InsuanceCa and
the Ameiican Asdation of Shaool
Administratos, 8 percent gave the
public eduation ysem a gace d"B;
2.3peacent'C! 7 percent'A'and 2 per
cent"D!

Otherfindings

e 73 pecentsad public eduation is
beter nov than a deade agg 9
percent abaut the same 8 peacent
worse nov.

e 51 percant ratedU. S publc schools
as feter tran Englands; 70 percent,
betterthan the Saet Uniors; 36 pe-
cent beter than &pan’s.

e Amorg problems dted ladk of
parentinvolvement(81 percent), poor
student notivation (75 percent), auts
in gate or bcal bhudges (67 pecen}
and undemoivated taders (62 pa-
ceni).

"Theee will probaldy never be aime
when we @n sg our shoolsare per
fed, beausethey haveto ®ne the
diverse neds of a emarecy uch &
ours; says Gry Marx, of the aminis-
trators group.
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