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Figure 17 DATA-BASED ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. A Case of Poor Investigation Design
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EDUCATION

Andrew Nikiforuk vigts a school
where a recyced idea is baing

unvelled to some dubious parents

4 ULTI-aging' is the htest ndional edu@tional theay to

IVI hdp huild slf-esteem and kadeshp <ills in cildren

And the sff at Galgay's Oympc Heights Hemenary

Schal recenly preened a "organizdion neetng" on wha is
redly a recycled idea.

Mog of the B0 middleclass @mrentswho aterdedthe meetng
intuitively undestood 'muli-aging” as aaather way © group kds
for ingrudion: nost in fad, could even recll the aneroom PRairie
school house or wha educdors might now cll the aiginal rulti-
agedfacility.

As a oneqiene, he majarity of the dterdants hd wam fedings
aboutthe motion. They had dsoreal a £hool newdetter which sad
that multi-aging provides eacher continuty over two yeas and
hdps notivate underahieves. But e/en anorng the faivouably in-
clined thee was a oncern about its implementdtion: the dea
abruptly arrived in ther gleamng rew $6-million school in ine
beganin September axd was nav, belated), being exdained The
ndiveswere restess.

Sendng this engon, the host bthe eering, the £hools prindpal,
Shela Canpbdl, ran a ight agenda She first introduced her &if
(teachers for multi-agedgraces 12, 3-4 and 56) and told he par-
entsthey wee having a wondeful time geting to know ther kids.

Shethen inbrmed them ha the saff had made the deision to
adop multi-aging dter nuch readng and talk last simmer "We
bdievedin the onep and will shae sane haughs an how we ga
thee'

Then dm Dean the hools supeintendent explained how "we
cart lodk at the future by ging bad to bascs! Mr. Dean ondu-
ded that the aly answver was multi-aging, which capitalized o
leaning pattens n the famly, or wha educaors might call the
original multi-agedunt.

Next a the micophane was Wima Queen prindpal of a reigh-
bouing nulti-aged school ("We walk by the dasss and sg, ‘Oh
boy it does work™), followedby a mrenttestimonial and a eacher
presatdion on shool beliek daut leaning: "Leaning is lifelong.
Learring ocaurs bet when it's relevant and meangful. Leaning

ocaurs hroudh life experienes and 9 best fdlitated ty a aring
and sippative environment

Before Ms. Ganpbdl closed tre gened meeting by dividing the
asanbly into our groups h which parentswere askedto write
down their questions one parent Robert Blakey, briskly stood up
and akedthe aly quesion that nmatteed "What ae your criteria
for suces® And if you @art meet hesecriteria will you go kad to
graded dasspom®"

Ms. Canpbdl redied that $ie ouldt pull out any paper wih
sud criteria, hut addedthat the nnovation will be nonitored. "We
hare %t ait aur bdiefs and we will evduate nulti-aging by that"

NOT al the sibsequen group encourters wentas snoothly and
one at least broke ait into 'tivil disobederce’ says Vicki Pdsen
who has a bild in Grace 4 She Ikes he £hool, adnires its each-
ers and kelieves that they will make multi-aging work. But she
would hare gpredateda nore earthy preengtion ha focusel on
multi-aging's good dfeds a acadenic perormance

Ore of the dvil disokedents, Milt Hohd, a Cdgary busnessnan
and &ther d two, dso waned kss'fluff* and nore substance In
his goup, he quated fom a eport on multi-aging in the purnal
Research in Education which noted that rulti-aging worked fine
with a cetdled arriculum, spedfic teacher training, lov teacher
studentratios and déined gandads of siccess br the eaches and
prindpal.

But Mr. Hohd was onerred wretler Aympc Heights hal a
tight curriculum, peformancebaed asessent did the Kds lean
what the eaches taudt) or low enaughteacherstudent ratios "I'm
na interestedh a ©dal experiment. I'm unconfortable with what
they ae cing: But impresed by the @rnviction of he €hools
teachess to make multi-aging work, Mr. Hohd says tell suppat the
projed until Christmas, when he topes to se smne citeria for
objedively meauing the gogram’s siccess

Mr. Hohd just mght get s preeent Ms. Ganpbdl, who deests
the erm "multi-aging; says ha compaiisonswith tradtional class-
roons © detemine he dfectveressof multi-aged classooms ae
morethan fair dess. 'We reedto st p a £enaio and lodk at the
resilts’

Now the nord of this multi-agedpaiale is dementary. educaors
can best amnmand @entl repect for reesmable dasspom exper
iments F and when they establish fair cmntols and doenalde mea-
suresof success

Good bk, Oympc Heightd

Andrew Nikiforuk is a former tez;cha and Calgary-based writer.

Explain briefly why Andrew Nikiforuk refers in the £mnd parmgaph d the ight-hand olum of the aticle reprinted
aboveto Mr. Blakeys quesibn as.... the only question that mattered.
® Commentbriefly, in point form, from adatigical perspetive, on Ms. Ganpbdl's regy, as it is gven in the bllowing

patagaph d the aticle.

Commentbriefly on the satidtical issués) raisedby the bllowing gatements in the ®venth paiagaph d the aticle:

® \\e walk by the dasses and say, ‘Oh boy it does work;

® Learning is lifdong. Learning occurs best when it's rdevant and meaningful. Learning occurs through life experiences
and is best fadlitated by a caring and supportive environment.

To wha components d investigatbn design is Andrew Nikiforuk referiing at he end bthe mndlag parageph d the
aricle? BExplain briefly the shtidicd importanceof the @mponents yai identify.
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What ae the alvantgesclamed in the aticle reprintedoveleaf o page 113 for multi-aging?
® How is multi-aging said to achievetheseadvantaye®
® What ondifons ae sid to be reeakd for nulti-aging to work?
= Commentbriefly on theseconditionsand a the datistical issueinvolved n assesag ther effed(s).

Commentcritically on the satement in the ffth paragraph d the aticle overkeaf o page 113 "We bdieved in the concept
.... On how we got theré!

6 What ies the aticle indicae & omé) purposes of educdiorn?
o Campare and ontast thesepurposes with what, if any, you mnsder to be other reasmable purpcses of educdion.
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