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TORQUE IN FOOT POUNDS

Magna Continued from page 48

Magna on the drawing boards. Look how
the pegs, gearshift linkage and brake
pedal are laid out, and then think about it.
Honda could easily make an alternative
tank, seat, bar and footpegs for the
Magna, then upgrade the rear suspen-
sion, and create an instant tourer.

The Magna’s seat, a his-and-her split-
level number, corresponds to the riding
position and rear suspension. The riding
position drives long-legged riders back,
putting their rumps against or on the rise
pocket; it's better for smaller people.
The saddle is broad, flat and soft in the
rider’s pocket. It feels cushy enough, and
with a short rear suspension travel the
seat must assume rider-suspension du-
ties. Yet after 100 miles or so, a rider
feels as if he's compressed the foam
even though he hasn’t; it's just that fa-
tigue and bun-burn make him aware of
the saddle’s flatness and the stepped
ride. For any one rider, the ergonomic
relationships and the saddle construction
dictate a single seating position. From
that pocket, the rider can get little fore-
aft movement, and the rear footpegs are
too far rearward to give the rider any al-
ternate positioning. Like the Sabre, the
Magna could use some more seat work
for those riders who want to ride more
than a 100 miles in a stretch.

Again like the Sabre, the Magna
throws some heat back on the rider from
the radiator. California winter conditions
were cool enough that we couldn’t quite
determine how objectionable the heat
throw-off might be. A couple of 85-de-
gree days indicated that the outside tem-
perature combined with radiator throw-
off and radiant heat from the rear cylinder
head would warm the Sabre rider’s legs
and thighs to tolerable limits. Clipping
along on the Sabre on a 90-degree after-
noon might be unpleasant. The Magna,
with its wider gas tank and different riding
position, doesn’t have the problem to the
same degree as the Sabre. In part, the
rider’s legs are farther away from the en-
gine; also, the Magna'’s riding position
encourages lower highway speeds.

We’d take a fair amount of heat to get
this engine; it’s that much a functional
marvel in other ways. In functional terms
the Magna is compromised compared
with the Sabre. Pure-blood sporting
riders will proceed directly to the Sabre
without so much as a look at the Magna.
But guys who want that engine in a mo-
torcycle with styling bias will gravitate to
the Magna. Honda figures the Magna
customers will outnumber Sabre-types
three or four to one. These V-fours signal
a giant step forward; they represent a
breath-stopping escalation of techno-
warfare in the motorcycle market; they
portend the arrival of a whole new gener-
ation of Honda street motorcycles; and
the Magna, especially, announces that in
the future everyone will have to sell style
and super-tech together. ®

MAY 1982

5.10-18MT:28 ...
35019MT:28 ..
£10-19MT-29 |

DUNLOPK91

42618
460-18(181) ..
5.10-18(181) ..
360-19
4.10-19
4.10-19(181) ......

WhtLtrs (181) add $10.50
“R" compound add $10.50

DUNLOP
K291T

DUNLOP ELITE
SPORT-V K291S

5.10-17 130/90V17 ...
4.25-18120/90V18 ...
5.10-18 130/80V18 ...
350-19100/90V19 ...
$84.88 4.10-19110/90V19 ...
140/80V18.......... $89.88

GOODYEAR

“GORDON"" Nwm 0‘! “HST" V Tube or Tubeless
5.10-16 .

BT .. ..

42518

smeeT Wso. K81&K181
SB0M8 . ... .

HRE. e

METZELER V" 5.10-17 (181)

White Letters Add $10.50

$50.88 BreezerTre ToolKit .. $11.38
$68.88  Stop/GoPepairki .. $20.88
87488 SuperArGauge...... $12.95

CONTINENTAL K112

ELITE TOURING
Call For Prices!

4.26V18 ...
4.00H18"
3.50H18*
3.50H19* 46018 ...

47518 . 88 5.10V18 . 110/90-18 100/90-182Ply ......$59.88
37519 .. . $66.88 5.10V17 51018 100/90-184Ply ......$62.88
WhieLeters Add $10.50 “Also vl V" Reted $41Too! 30021 4.00-184Pty .........$64.88

110/90-1820r4Ply ...$65.88

FREE CATALOGWITH
ORDER OR SEND $2.00.
CALL!213-709-5171.
FREE SHIPPING!—-$40
ORDER, 48 STATES.

§76.88 mwm msaj

450-1820r4Ply ..... sus.as

Enduro & Trials Avail Too. . Calll

Or Mail To: RACECRAFTERS, Box 1207, Canoga Park, CA. 91304

Racecrafters is famous for low prices. If you see anitem advertised for less,
CALL US-We'll try to MFET OR BEAT any current legitimate advertised
price! Remember—Racecrafters prices include FREE SHIPPING (48 States)

and NO SALES TAX (except California). Plus— Fast and Friendly Semoe

7437 Van Nuys Bivd.
Van Nuys, CA. 91405

VISIT OUR STORES:

7801 Canoga Ave.,
Canoga Park, CA. 91304

16304 Hawthorne Blvd.,
Lawndale, CA.
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